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DEDICATION. 

O fairest of Acadia's daughters, BeloVed Wife ! 

I dedicate this book to thee. ' 
From youthful romance to the prime of life 

There's been much change — ^but none 'twixt thee and me. 

Our boys and girls what joys they bring ; 

And as in wedlock they were bom free, 
So was thy country the* legal offspring 

Of States renowned — the Twin Isles of the Sea. 

Thyself and Scotia both have their charms^ ; 

Thy country — in her woods, her lakes, her bams ; 
Thyself, in Woman's Virtues of the richest kind — 

For such Acadia's sons might look but never Hnd. 

We've sat by the fireside list'ning to the wintry tale. 

We've stood by the grave where lips grow pale, 
Where tears alone could speak, where the bell tolled out good-bye ; 

But O ! within that Church-yard, Mother, you and I must lie. 

Thou hast been constant ; a loving Mother, a faithful Wife — 
With all these changes, thou hast not changed in all thy life. 

As woman, thou art most stately, noble, true — 

I've heard it whispered in my ear—" O ! how I envy you." 

Prophetic vision of thy royal life 

Induced thy father's father to end the strife 
About thy name — thou'rt called Victoria — 

Thou art not Queen — Thou art a queenly Wife. 

YOUR AFFECTIONATE HUSBAND. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



The object of this little work is, first, to call the 
attention of the British public to the claim the 
present reign has upon their love and patriotism to 
be attested by a public celebration. Second, to in- 
corporate such political changes in the British Gov- 
ernment as shall be worthy to celebrate so great an 
object, and as shall attest the confidence of the 
Sovereign and the Government in the people. 
Third, a desire to more deeply impress the public 
mind with the stupendous advantages to be gained 
by a permanent citizenship in the various parts of 
the British Empire. 

These are subjects that concern all ; the pa- 
triot, the politician and the working-man. 

In order that this work may be widely read, I 
promise that it shall at least have the merit of be- 
ing short, and in order that my meaning may be 
easily understood, I shall write in as simple a form 
as language can put it. 



8 INTRODUCTION. 

While this book is entirely original in thought, 
it also claims to be entirely logical in its reasoning, 
and is the first matured plan ever offered for colo* 
nial representation in the British Parliament. 

An Inter-Britannic Parliament is proposed, and 
a uniform nationality for all the people of the Brit- 
ish Empire, with that which the author believes to 
be an equitable solution of the home rule question. 

The inauguration of these political changes is 
designed to serve the grand national purpose of 
celebrating the Reign of the British Sovereign. 

There is also a comparison between the present 
and the prospective future of the United States of 
America and the British Empire. 

England's commercial supremacy is discussed, 
while England in her relation to her colonies is one 
of the leading topics of the work. 

The general subject matter is such as never fails 
to interest the great Anglo-Saxon family of the 
human race. 

The methods proposed are believed to be as 
practical as they are conservative, and I heartily 
commend the work to all interested in the public 
affairs of the British Empire. 

The Author. 






Victoria Britannia-, 

OR, 

CELEBRATE THE REIGN. 



Most Noble Queen ! 

Around the earth thy kingdoms stretch, 

from shore to shore ; 
From east to west, from north to south 

thy glory's o'er. 
The peasant hut, the marble hall thy virtues claim — 
Unfurl the British Banner! Celebrate the Reign ! 

With tinimpet sound ! 

Raise up the English Standard o*er the free I — 
Not slave, the free ! the free ! the brave ! 
Wave it o*er your country ; o*er your vast domain !— 
Unfurl the British Banner ! Celebrate the Reign ! 

Britannia ! 

O boundless Empire ! set up. a monument 
Between the past and future. 
Whether Anglo-Saxon, Norman, Celt or Dane — 
Unfurl the British Banner ! Celebrate the Reign ! 



Victoria Britannia. 



I HAVE long been desirous of proposing to my 
countrymen that some scheme or some movement 
should be inaugurated that may serve as an endur- 
ing monument to the Reign of Her Majesty the 
Queen, and as a landmark to the greatest era in the 
history of the British Empire. 

In consideration of great passing events, among 
which not the least are the triumphs of Earl Bea- 
consfield in the East, the appointment of the Mar- 
quis of Lome to the Governor-Generalship of Can- 
ada, and the presumption that, ere long, a King 
must sit upon the English throne, I have thought 
the present an opportune moment for attempting 
to carry out this long cherished project. 

I therefore humbly submit that which is here 
written as a plan which may serve to celebrate the 
Reign of the Queen of Great Britain and Ireland. 

In doing so, I shall lay before the reader some 
thoughts which have occurred to me during a 
twenty years* residence in Canada and the United 
States, and which will be found to be connected 
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and the England of the future, that the daughter, 
at some no very distant time, will, whether fairer 
or less fair, be unquestionably stronger than the 
mother." 

Now while a great and permanent future is 
usually and by common consent assigned to the 
United States of America, the loyal subject, the 
open enemy, the historian, all, are curious to pry 
into the hidden secrets of England's future, and ask 
of each other, can the England of the past be the 
England of the future ? 

Every one knows of her past and present great- 
ness, but her permanent stability and supremacy 
is the common anxiety of all truly loyal and intel- 
ligent men. 

Other nations have grown and flourished and 
lived their day, and are said to have fallen from 
their own weight. And because it was, and is to 
continue, a decree of Nature, that every nation, in 
turn, should be succeeded by another still stronger 
and better, history has uniformly proved this more 
or less ; and while, perhaps; there is little compari- 
son between the British Empire of to-day and the 
powerful Empires of the past, yet these all had more 
or less elements of strength. They all had much 
of that in which we trust and glory ; wealth, valor, 
pSttriotism. I admit the same conditions do not ap- 
ply, in so far as the high moral character of the peo- 
ple is concerned, nor in education or religious princi- 
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pie. The crisis, however, seems to come to every 
nation in turn, and then, alL depends on the ability 
of those whose duty it is to steer the Ship of State. 

Will it ever be in the future, that our posterity 
shall only know of the England that was, and won- 
der at her greatness, power and glory, and wonder, 
still more, that no statesmen were found capable of 
even securing permanency for the British Empire, 
but that, like all their predecessors, becoming so 
engrossed with personal or party interests, or so 
indifferent to the great needs of an Empire conse- 
quent upon the changed conditions of the age, that 
at last, the vessel was driven to and fro in the tem- 
pest, and lost in the rocks and quicksands of polit- 
ical strife and national incapacity ? 

But conjecture as we may, time and change, 
alone, will unfold any satisfactory answer or ex- 
planation. 

One thing is certain ; that the British people 
hold their destinies in their own hands. Their 
future will be what they themselves make it. And, 
with England's grand opportunities, economically 
and wisely used, and her rulers rising to the level 
of the present national requirements, there need be 
no alarm for the future. 

At the same time, it would be folly to ignore 
possibilities, or close our eyes to contingencies that 
are not unlikely to arise. I firmly believe there is 
a course that would ultimately result in the disin- 
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tegration of the British Empire. I believe there 
are conditions under which even England would 
cease to occupy her present high position amongst 
the nations. But I as firmly believe there are con- 
ditions, under which she can hardly fail to retain 
at least so much in the aggregate, as shall forever 
secure her from the reproaches of the world, and 
the present generation from the reproaches of pos- 
terity. 

While England is strong to-day, she most un- 
doubtedly has the seeds of weakness, and lacks 
much of that cohesiveness which is essential for 
every emergency. I believe there is little in the 
fundamental principles underlying the English Con- 
stitution itself,^that c?in be much improved. Noth- 
ing but that which floats on the surface, and can 
be easily seen, handled, understood, molded and 
changed ; and so the attempt at reformation is all 
the more easy of accomplishment. 

So far as the monarchical form of government is 
concerned, or to be more explicit, the Limited 
Monarchy of England, I most unhesitatingly and 
unqualifiedly believe, after the closest possible ob- 
servation, that it is the best that has ever been 
tried by mankind. Especially is it my conviction 
that it is the best in the interests of the working 
and middle classes. I have been in a position to , 
look at this important subject from a somewhat 
disinterested and unbiased standpoint. And hav- 
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ing closely observed the workings of Republican 
Government in the various phases of politics, of 
law, and in all the industries of a great nation, I 
am forced to the conclusion that while the Limited 
Monarchy of England may not be the most perfect 
form of government that has ever been tried, or 
that is now in use, I believe it is the best adapted 
for mankind in his present condition. 

At any rate, as an Englishman, I feel it is the 
best for England. 

It is undoubtedly the commonly accepted opin- 
ion that in England the rich have advantages in 
various ways over the poor. I do not deny that 
this is the case ; but whatever advantage accrues to 
the wealthy of England on account of their being 
possessed of wealth, the wealthy of America enjoy 
it in a much larger degree, if indeed, it is fair to 
call it an enjoyment. The wealthy of every coun- 
try are in a better position and condition to protect 
themselves than the poor, but in England I deny 
that the rich can override the poor. I assert that 
the laws of England protect the poor, and guard 
well the interests of a class who cannot so well 
guard their own. 

C. Edwards Lester, in his " Glory and Shame of 
England,** a book by no means favorable to Eng- 
land, has the following : 
' " This elasticity of the British Constitution, and 
this inherent love of justice and of liberty, and this 
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sacred regard which British monarchs and British 
nobles must pay to the rights of the people, when 
the people demand them, is a great lack in our 
American system of government." 

In the United States the rights of the poor and 
working classes cannot be said, in all respects, to 
be either as well guarded by law, or in the admin- 
istration of it, as is secured to a corresponding class 
of the Queen's subjects. 

The very means which the founders of the 
American Republic in their generous nature 
adopted to elevate down-trodden man, and to re- 
store him to that equal station in society and 
amongst his fellows, to which the Creator at first 
assigned him, has, by the force of circumstances, 
been the very instrument which has most of all 
operated to defeat the object itself. 

Universal suffrage does not secure a fair repre- 
sentation of the better phase of American society, 
nor does it even protect that class who, by a ma- 
jority of their votes, control the Legislatures and 
the Judiciary. This freedom, so called, while it is 
genuine in its intention and character, is not more 
than nominal in its results ; and, as compared with 
the American Republic, I believe the Monarchy of 
England guarantees, by far, the greater security and 
protection to the people in their rights as between 
man and man. The great judicial Hallam said, 
;. * ** No other people have so well reconciled the dis- 
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cordant elements of wealth, order and liberty," and 
these blessings are by him traced to the British 
Constitution. 

In this respect, the English people have much 
reason to be thankful that they are blessed with 
just laws, evenly administered by judges not de- 
pendent on party or election for their position of 
sacred trust, and that their government is of a char- 
acter that conduces towards a high standard of in- 
tegrity in the community at large. 

It is not my purpose how,ever, to enter into a 
discussion on the claims or merits of two different 
forms of government, except to give it a passing 
notice, and to assume, once for all, that the British 
Empire already has the strongest possible founda- 
tion on which to build the most stately structure 
of perfect government in all the great family of 
nations ; one that is the most calculated to secure 
the inestimable blessings of protection to all classes 
of society in their civil rights, and in the adminis- 
tration of justice a perfect bulwark of freedom, that 
forever secures the poor against the avarice of the 
rich or the oppression of the monopolist, and not 
least in the safeguards it throws around the state 
against the demoralizing influences of politics enter- 
ing into every phase of official duty. 

While, however, the United States may not 
have secured all that was designed by its illustrious 
founders, in their wish to give to the world at least 



20 VICTORIA BRITANNIA: OR, 

one government and one country where the rights 
of man, in all their details, should be forever held 
sacred, yet there are a thousand other things 
that are in themselves great and good and sound, 
many of which more than outweigh any evils that 
may result from an excess of abstract principles in 
the administration of government. And no one 
viewing this subject in other than a partisan spirit, 
could fail to see there is very much in the United 
States that is worthy of imitation by every country 
and people ; and no Englishman's education could 
be considered complete, without an extensive knowl- 
edge of American affairs. 

While, perhaps, the natural advantages of the 
United States have been a greater agency in its 
success as a nation, than the Republican form of 
government, yet it cannot be denied that the enor- 
mous growth of the country proves there must 
have been consummate wisdom on the part of its 
rulers, in bringing about such a gigantic result. 

Considering the now nearly approximate posi- 
tion of England and the United States in their 
present wealth, resources and population, it might 
be well for England to examine, more closely, into 
the true causes which have secured the grand ag- 
gregate achievements of a century in the United 
States ; and if changes can be made that would se- 
cure like results, and contribute largely towards the 
vitality of the British Empire, surely every lover 
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of his country would gladly see all such improve- 
ments incorporated into the laws and usages of his 
own land, especially, if some modification in the ad- 
ministration of the English government would for- 
ever secure her prestige and ancient renown, and 
stamp the integral relations of the Empire with the 
seal of perpetuity. In considering such momentous 
questions, all England, high and low, peer and peas- 
ant, could well afford to sink party differences, give 
up prejudice to reason, and surrender traditional 
usages to the great demands created by surround- 
ing circumstances, by the rapid development of en- 
tirely new empires, and the ever onward and up- 
ward march of old ones. 

If England is to keep in the forerank of nations, 
there are some changes, of a nature somewhat akin 
to those outlined in this book, which must be 
wrought out within the next half century ; and I 
believe these are of such a character that they will 
preclude their own accomplishment in the ordinary 
course of legislation. 

Nothing less than such an event as the celebra- 
tion of the Queen's Reign, which should include 
wholesome political changes in the British Consti- 
tution as a part of the national programme, could 
ever obtain their recognition as national measures ; 
and even this great event might not do more than 
secure the inauguration of some of the most essen- 
tial points. 
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The changes proposed are not changes in the 
form of government itself, but only in the workings 
and management of the present one, such as in 
American phraseology would be called Constitu- 
tional Amendments. And these, considering the 
present necessities of the country, and the prospec- 
tive necessities of the Empire, are very moderate, 
and I think, nothing the most conservative states- 
man could object to, if found to be practicable and 
advantageous. 

I have thought the present a very auspicious 
time for presenting these views to the British pub- 
lic, and for Her Majesty's Government to consider 
a project which may serve the double purpose of 
celebrating the Reign of Queen Victoria, and the 
introduction of such improvements, on behalf of 
the Government and the people, as shall be worthy 
the grand purpose it is intended to celebrate. 

My first proposition is, A CONSOLIDATED Brit- 
ish Empire, whereby the Empire at large, under 
the name of Britannia, will become England's suc- 
cessor ; that is, the successor of Great Britain and 
Ireland proper in the administration of all affairs 
of state of an imperial or national character. 

In considering this subject, we must remember 
that the present is as much an age of centralization 
of governmental authority, as it is an age of exten- 
sion of individual liberty to the people. 

I assume as a foregone conclusion, that England 
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alone, in her strictly English capacity, has already 
been surpassed by the United States, if not by 
some countries of Europe ; and from the nature of 
circumstances controlling those great events by 
which nations advance or recede, England proper 
must of necessity continue to graduate towards a 
still less important sphere than she now occupies ; 
that is, relatively, both from the fact of the United 
States advancing by such rapid marches towards an 
unprecedented development of resources and pop- 
ulation, also, as the British Empire enlarges her 
powers and importance, England, being the centre 
from which the outside Empire draws its supplies, 
all the outgrowth being from England and to the 
<:olQnies, England must, as within the Empire it- 
self, occupy relatively, a less important place in the 
future than she has in the past. 

It is therefore a question, not only of usage or 
of law, but of expediency, to ascertain as to how 
far the jurisdiction of the British Government may 
be exercised over all that is called British, whether 
as to its territory or people. 

England, as such, has probably arrived at its 
maximum of most of that which can be called great. 
It would not be so if there were no oceans to divide 
us, or if we had territory on which we could other- 
wise develop our resources, and so retain within 
ourselves the natural outgrowth of ourselves. If 
that were so, we might keep even pace with other 
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powers in the race ; but not having the advantage 
of that continuous Empire, to which Mr. Gladstone 
refers in speaking of the United States, it is an in- 
teresting and important question as to what rights 
and privileges England may assume and enjoy, in 
all that which she herself is constantly giving forth 
to all parts of the British Empire. What is the 
limitation to her prerogative, and to what extent, 
for her own safety, and to serve great national ex- 
igencies, may she continue to include under her 
control and direction, the great half of herself that 
is now located in different parts of the so-called 
British Dominions ? 

It must be apparent, to every student of polit- 
ical economy, that England, as England, cannot 
alone, survive the strife amongst the nations in the 
race for primacy ; as England, she cannot survive 
the ordeal of war ; as England, she cannot retain 
her prestige in Europe ; as England, she must wane 
before the overtowering greatness of America. 

If England is to continue in her present exalted 
position, she can only do so in connection with the 
Empire, of which she will occupy the position of 
the leading State, and towards which every part 
will gravitate, as its common head and center. 
Mr. Gladstone's theory, is that England's design is 
to lay the foundatiDn of " half a dozen Empires.'* 
This is an alarming statement, and looks to a dis- 
integration of the British Empire. But still, no 
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less an authority than Earl Russell said many 
years since, that if Canada wished independence, 
England would not object ; with a sort of intimation 
that Canada did not pay. Just as if the colonies 
were so much goods and chattel. If England is to 
be the Proprietor, looking on the colonies . only 
from a pecuniary standpoint, then the connection 
ceases to be mutual, and, in the end, a separation 
must take place. Earl Granville, in his place in the 
House of Lords, in replying to Lord Beaconsfield 
on the Turkish question, said — 

"And to imagine that England could have kept 
possession of her American colonies to this day, 
even if she had given them the best government in 
the world. The ridiculousness of the notion will 
be better appreciated by you than by any one 
else." 

Here a^ English statesman presumes that after 
the colonies had been allied to England one hun- 
dred and sixty-nine years, they could not have re- 
mained British a hundred years longer. Here is a 
principle admitted, that the occupation of, and the 
political connection with the colonies, has a sort of 
set limit, beyond which it cannot go. Well — what 
is the limit ? Is it one of time ? Or is it one of 
population ? 

Canada has remained British of her own free 
will until the present day ; and the population is 
seventy-five per cent larger now than that of the 
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thirteen colonies when they established an inde- 
pendent government. Earl Granville is probably 
correct as to the fact stated ; but the general prin- 
ciple is certainly erroneoiis. Political union must 
ever be based on favorable or unfavorable condi- 
tions, not upon any natural limitations. The col- 
onists did not assign as a reason for the American 
Revolution, large growth, increasing prosperity, or 
extensive boundary. Injudicious and tyrannical 
government alone was the mainspring of their 
action. 

But if they had had the " best government in 
the world," it is impossible to know at this late day 
what the relations of the two countries would now 
be, nor is it useful to inquire; for America has 
made unnecessary the query. 

It is now for England to determine what her 
future relations shall be to her present Colonial 
Empire — the largest and grandest with which any 
nation was ever honored. 

If our colonies are only established to secede 
at pleasure, if that is the theory of our government, 
and the precedent is once established, then Eng- 
land had better set her house in order, and concen- 
trate every effort upon strengthening herself in her 
isolated position, and stand or fall by whatever 
Providence may have in store for her in the future. 
But neither family nor kindred can thus be sum- 
marily severed as it were by a stroke of the pen. 
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And, as the sun approaches the evening of his 
golden day, and the stars begin to light up the 
horizon, so now will these colonies loom up to shed 
their lustre upon the earth, and in company to- 
gether, I believe they will continue to march along 
with England in her mission of civilizing and chris- 
tianizing the world, and together, 'transmit to pos- 
terity the splendors of the British Empire. 

England has, so to speak, outgrown herself, and 
the colonies are the legitimate result of that out- 
growth, and the legitimate offspring of such noble 
and ancestral parents as Great Britain and Ireland. 
Now, England cannot at one and the same time, 
retain a vast population within her own limits, and 
give it forth to the world ; but as sure as the sun 
is westward in his course, so sure will English emi- 
gration not only be westward, but eastward and 
southward and northward, and we can no more 
stop the tide of emigration than we can control the 
tide of ocean. 

Under such circumstances, any effort on the 
part of the British Isles, single handed and alone, 
to attempt for any length of time, to compete with 
other nations, would not only be futile, but would 
be warring against the immutable laws of nature. 

That however which England cannot do alone, 
the Empire can. That which England cannot be, 
or continue to be, as England proper, can undoubt- 
edly be successfully attained by a strong or suitable 
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union with her colonies in the capacity of a Con- 
solidated Britannia. Either England must Angli- 
cize the Empire and make the dependencies part 
and parcel of herself, in spite of geographical ob- 
stacles, or else be willing that the Empire should 
Britannicize England in spite of her prejudices. 

Does it not' seem reasonable, considering the 
Empire is made up of various nationalities, and that 
England owes much of what she is to that fact, con- 
sidering they have given her wealth in peace, 
strength in war, and have contributed in a large 
degree to give her that high standing in the world 
which she enjoys, and which, with a perfect union, 
she will always occupy, that she might now, in her 
own interests particularly, and for the common good 
of all, be willing to concede every thing that does 
not conflict with her dignity, honor or safety ? And 
now I say, to secure an imperishable Empire, there 
must be an absolute, inseparable and enduring 
union with the colonies, and that union must be 
based on colonial representation in the British Par- 
liament as its only supporting foundation ; and a 
uniform nationality for the people of the various 
sections of the Empire as the chief corner-stone in 
the structure. 

I 

If we admit the place we occupy before the world 
is in consequence of controlling Empires outside of 
our own natural limits, or original boundaries, if you 
will ; and if we believe that our future destiny hinges 



CELEBRATE THE J^EIGN. 29 

either upon isolation from our colonies, on the one 
hand, or union with the colonies, on the other, then, 
why should not England and the colonies mutually 
secure the full measure of benefits that ought, by 
rights, to accrue from such a close political rela- 
tionship; one of the chief of which is a larger 

EMIGRATION TO THE BRITISH COLONIES than has 

ever yet taken place ? That there has been emigra- 
tion on a gigantic scale, we all too well know ; but 
the" colonies have not reaped its choicest fruits. 
This is one of the greatest drawbacks to the colo- 
nies and to the Empire itself, and so while perhaps 
giving England temporary relief from an overplus 
of population, it does not find its way to those 
legitimate channels into which a wise and far-seeing 
government would have taken every precaution to 
turn it. During the past twenty years, for every 
100,000 of British people who have sailed away 
from their own shores, perhaps not more than 
10,000 have found their way to the British colonies. 
The evils resulting from this fact must of necessity 
recoil on England, and has already assumed the 
proportions of a national calamity. 

Here we have the disadvantage of an intermina- 
ble drain upon our population, a drain alike upon 
England and the Empire ; while the United States 
is constantly and rapidly increasing both by immi- 
gration and by the retention, in her own country', 
of the whole of the natural increase in her popula- 
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tion. During the next twenty years, it would be 
useless to compute the millions who by birthright 
will be added to their already 46,000,000. What 
shall become of a like number of British born men 
and women ? What does the British Government 
say? Perhaps less than the next twenty years will 
finally determine the relative place the British 
Empire is to occupy in the world for centuries to 
come. 

If England and the United States were similarly 
situated, if England, like America, had the ability 
to bring up bread from the very earth on which her 
people stand, and considering the British are some- 
what more prolific than their American cousins, 
both might have a chance to keep at least some- 
thing like even in the matter of population. But 
such can never be. The necessities of the masses 
of the common people in England, as well as the 
refined, are much more numerous and artificial 
under a high state of civilization, than they were in 
simpler and ruder times ; and for any outgrowth of 
England, over her present population, to remain in 
the land of their birth is to remain to be poor, if not 
to starve. And to expect avenues of labor to open 
up as rapidly as the demand is created for it, is only 
to entertain hopes that will never be realized. 

Emigration which has anchored itself to the 
hopes of the Old World, and which has fixed itself 
especially upon the Anglo-Saxon branch of the 
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human race, will continue to flow on with the un- 
erring precision of the ebbing and flowing tides. 
This great upheaving of actual individual effort 
must continue to be an importai^t factor in main- 
taining the equilibrium between capital and labor 
in Europe ; and also enter largely into determining 
the great future, both of the United States and the 
British Empire. 

Does it not occur to the thoughtful and the 
patriotic, that the British Isles have long enough 
been placing their offspring under the protecting 
wing of the ponderous American Eagle ? For while 
the United States is undoubtedly the best alien 
mother in the whole world, it does not relieve the 
Briton from those instincts of consanguinity not 
only peculiar to man, but to the whole animal 
creation. 

Instead of ourselves going to the shores of 
other nations, and adding to them our quantum of 
population and true wealth at British expense, 
ought we not be in a position to be gathering the 
people of other countries to the shores of our own 
colonies, that they might be enriched and the Em- 
pire at large proportionately strengthened? Can 
the British Government recommend no better thing 
to the coming generation than to become a nation 
of Esaus that we should sell our birthright for a 
mess of pottage ? This willingness on our part to 
become American is not at all reciprocated by the 
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American people ; and a proposition for an Ameri- 
can citizen to become a naturalized British subject, 
would only meet with the contempt it justly merits. 
Emigration to the British colonies from the British 
Isles, lies at the very root of conservatism, in any 
attempt at building up a more national government 
and character than we now have ; and if the British 
Government is more judicious in its management 
of this great question, then the present condition 
of the colonies is only the nucleus, around which 
many generations of our kindred will gather in the 
future. 

That the British Government, long ere this, 
could not have found any method which could have 
influenced this vast tide of emigration into British 
channels, and that such a perpetual drain upon the 
vitality of our country, such a gross wrong to the 
interests of our Sovereign, and such a wanton dis- 
regard to the interests of a loyal people, should have 
been tolerated so long, is incomprehensible, and is 
only equaled by the patient waiting of the people 
for deliverance from poverty, without sacrificing 
their own and their posterity's birthright, and for- 
swearing their allegiance to their Sovereign. 

These evils and dangers which threaten the 
very existence and life of the Empire could be tol- 
erated and endured, if the necessity existed. I deny 
that it does. England has ample fields of labor for 
every true son of Britain, of Scotia and of Erin ; 
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and it is only for want of proper legislation and 
management, that millions of the bone and sinew 
of the old countries are not saved to the Empire 
in the new. It may be answered that the Govern- 
ment does uniformly take interest in intending emi- 
grants. They may take some pains to distribute 
information, they may incur some expense in trans- 
portation, they may even make some provision for 
settlers on their arrival at their destination ; but it 
is as self-evident as the millions of British people 
in the United States itself, that they have utterly 
failed to rise to the height or the wisdom necessary 
to success. 

Does the British Government understand the 
magnitude of the question ? 

The responsibilities of office assumed by a Min- 
ister of State, which includes these duties, is not 
one of unmeaning honor, but of real hard work, 
sound common sense, and a high order of conserva- 
tive patriotism. 

If those who are highest in the service of their 
country, are indifferent to matters pertaining to 
the nation's vital interests, how can it be expected 
the rank and file should be loyal in sentiment, or 
national in character.^ 

" Thou must be true thyself, 

If thou the truth wouldst teach, 
Thy soul must overflow, if thou 
Another soul wouldst reach." 
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In speaking of the British Government, I do not 
at all, in a special sense, refer to the present or 
recent administrations, but to the British Govern- 
ment in its long continuity of successive adminis- 
trations, whether in the past, present, or future. 

I would also here observe, that although I have 
used the word emigrate, it being the common 
phrase, it is repulsive to my very nature to do so. 
No such word, as emigrate, is ever heard upon the 
lips of an American citizen. They go from Massa- 
chusetts to Virginia, they remove from Maine to 
California, and why should British subjects emigrate 
to Canada? Why not dignify the term to a re- 
moval from one part of our common country to an- 
other ? The term can only be properly used when 
speaking with reference to the States or some other 
country. 

May the day speedily come when, with that 
dignity becoming subjects of the Queen of Eng- 
land, we may move about on sea or land, whither 
our inclinations or interests lead us. But in the 
meantime, may we not ask whether British emigra- 
tion should not cease from some of its present 
channels before England shall have reason to stand 
appalled at her suicidal policy, as she looks on her 
vast possessions, her millions of unoccupied acres 
and fertile prairies, her forests, where there should 
be cities, and half her population incorporated into 
that of other nations ? 
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And here the question naturally arises — Are 
the British colonies part of our common country, 
or are they, virtually, independent States? If 
the colonies are really part and parcel of England, 
then it is as well for England that all should go 
who wish or can ; but if not, then the same objec- 
tions which apply to settling the States, apply in 
much the same way to the colonies ; if they are 
not in every sense strictly national, then every one 
who leaves the shores of England, Ireland, or Scot- 
land weakens his country just that much. 

And now to touch more precisely on the subject 
of the Value of Population to a Nation. This 
must be so apparent to every intelligent mind, that 
very little need be said in defense of giving the 
subject all the consideration it deserves ; yet I fear, 
others than the common people of England, states- 
men even, have not always fully realized the enor- 
mous evil of allowing the United States to absorb 
our population million by million. 

The British Government has, most undoubtedly, 
set a low estimate upon its worth ; especially in so 
far as Ireland is concerned, the whole system and 
its results must forever remain a blot on the English 
people and the British Government. 

In the year 1800 England had a population, ac- 
cording to different statistics, of from 8,000,000 to 
10,000,000. Ireland's population, at the same time, 
was somewhere about 5,000,000. In i860 Eng- 
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land's population had increased to 20,000,000, while 
Ireland's, in i860, was still at the same figure of 
5,000,000, although at an intermediate time, be- 
tween 1800 and i860, Ireland's population had in- 
creased to 9,000,000, which was equal to the popu- 
lation of England only a few years before. 

If, for certain reasons, there had been a secret 
policy to depopulate Ireland, or some gigantic con- 
spiracy against the best interests of the British Em- 
pire, and in favor of the United States, the plan 
could not have better succeeded for either country. 

The British Government is responsible for pla- 
cing in the United States about the only element 
that is inimical to England ; and if the time should 
ever come when England and the United States 
engage in war, that half of Ireland in the United 
States would prove to be the most formidable 
enemy England has ever yet met. There is a 
power in it that would be able to make the British 
Empire tremble to its foundation. 

This statement may be made light of by many, 
but it does not alter the fact. 

I ask all candid men to form an opinion only on 
knowledge, and their judgment and my own will 
not be very different. 

I suggest it would be well for the British Gov- 
ernment to husband all their resources, utilize that 
which remains, and exhaust every effort for the 
possession of this great element of strength. Or, 
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shall the people bodily be transplanted to the Uni- 
ted States, and the island become a desert, or be 
occupied by the poor English and Scotch, who, in 
a generation or two, would forget their ancestry 
and imagine themselves the conquered, the perse- 
cuted, the despised Irish? 

The Americans absorb into* their republic all 
nationalities ; and, if England would keep pace with 
the United States, they must adopt the same prin- 
ciple of absorption. And while the United States 
are Americanizing their states with a European 
population, we should be Britannicizing our colonies 
with a view to strengthening our Empire, and at 
some no very distant day, to consolidate the de- 
tached parts with the Mother Country, in a some- 
what more cohesive form than that of the present 
time. The population of England proper must, in 
the end, be limited, and even now it falls far short 
of the United States and several of the European 
countries. 

The following, in round numbers, may be taken 
as the population of the great powers : 

Russia, 85,000,000, 

United States, 46,000,000, 

Germany 43,000,000, 

Austro-Hungary, 38,000,000, 

France, 37,000,000, 

Great Britain and Ireland, 33,000,000, 

Italy, 30,000,000 : the United States having out- 
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stripped Great Britain by about 13,000,000, and 
to-day is about double the population of England 
proper. 

Those who settle in the United States from our 
shores, count in the numerical wealth of the nation, 
while it proportionately impoverishes the British 
Empire. For while it may be, and is, a fortunate 
thing for England to have an outlet for her surplus 
population, it must conduce to her poverty, because, 
by this unceasing flow to other states her population 
must necessarily increase at a less rapid rate. And 
yet, experience proves that she has not the means 
to sustain her own natural enlargement. But if 
these changes are in favor of the colonies, it only 
affects the Empire in a local sense, not national. 
The Empire loses nothing. England loses that 
which makes her stronger and healthier at home ; 
she loses, and yet gains. But the Empire not only 
loses nothing, but is in every way benefited by re- 
taining that material strength within the Empire 
which is vital to her interests and character. And, 
by a more equal distribution of the population, ac- 
cording to the ability of the places in which they 
reside to furnish the various occupations of labor^ 
there must necessarily be a rebound in favor of 
England. And so England, the Colonies, and the 
Empire, are all equally benefited. 

In the aggregate, as between the Mother Coun- 
tries and the colonies, it should make no difference 
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where the subject or citizen resides, whether in 
England, Australia, or in British America. But 
when emigration is in a direction entirely away 
from British jurisdiction, it cannot fail to work dis- 
astrously to national British interests. 

Every nation prides itself, more or less, on a 
large population. And what is a better test of a 
nation's strength and standing? There are other 
elements, wealth, education, etc., but all other 
Jhings being equal, population is generally conceded 
to be a fair standard. 

Earl Beaconsfield, on his return from Berlin, 
in his defense of his Eastern Policy, speaks more 
particularly, of what had been accomplished in the 
two items of territory and population that had been 
saved to Turkey, than of all the other labors of the 
Congress. His lordship said " The Congress had 
restored to the Sultan 20,000 geographical square 
miles of territory, and 2,500,000 of population." 
It was for this, the saving of a valuable population 
to Turkey, that England stood ready to shed her 
life-blood. And then he adds, " that a government 
which has armies and fleets, possesses her capital, 
and rules 20,000,000 of inhabitants, cannot be de- 
scribed as a power whose dominions have been 
partitioned." 

Mr. Gladstone, in his '* North American Re- 
view" article, also in measuring the relative re- 
sources of . America and England, says, ** The 
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United States has increased from 2,(XX),CXX) to 
4S,ooo,cxx).'* 

We do not however, trouble ourselves much, 
about this subject now ; for as was seen before, we 
are not so very far behind the United States ; only 
some twelve or thirteen millions. But, supposing 
to-day we only had fifteen or twenty millions of a 
population in Great Britain and Ireland ; we could 
hardly, in such a case, compare with the United 
States. Our insignificant position, after so much 
pretension to pre-eminence, would X)nly make it the 
more humiliating. Yet, at the rate Mr. Gladstone 
puts it, (and to use his own phrase, " the United 
States is passing us by in a canter,'*) the relative 
population of the United States and England will 
* soon be as their forty-five, to our fifteen or twenty 
millions ; or their seventy or eighty, to our thirty 
or thirty-five. This is the prospect, during the life- 
time of some now living. 

If there were no other alternative except to 
leave our native land for foreign shores, if British 
interests could not be served by a more extended 
colonial emigration, or if the interests of humanity 
needed that the British population should surrender 
their citizenship, there would be no reason to mur- 
mur at these facts or prospects ; but for England, 
having before her eyes such an unbounded field of 
enterprise as is opened up for her young men in 
the various parts of the British Dominions, to look 
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on SO complacently while the United States is turn- 
ing the world upside-down with her marvelous 
doings, seems incredible. Under such circumstan- 
ces, and with such splendid opportunities as are 
open to England, rather than the cold indifference 
of the past, and the short-sighted policy of British 
statesmen, and the neglect of this national question 
by men of influence and wealth, should we not rise 
to a higher and more patriotic standard, and should 
not the sentiment and action of all thoughtful men 
be that of Longfellow ? 

• 

" Let us, then, be up and doing, 
With a heart for any fate ; 
Still achieving, still pursuing, 
Learn to labor and to wait." 

Try as we may, whether the ordinary value set 
upon population is real or imaginary, we cannot 
dispel from our minds the natural tendency we 
have to couple it, either with that which is great, 
or insignificant. 

London ^ the metropolis of the world, and 
Paul was a citizen of no mean city. Still, some 
may presume that the superior intellect, or bravery, 
or other qualities, inherent in the English character, 
will fully make up for whatever they may lack in 
numbers. They may also attempt to reason out, 
that a large rabble population is, in every way, an 
evil, only to be got out of the way as easily as pos- 
sible. I am sorry to be obliged to admit there is 
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by far too great an abundance of poverty in the 
British Isles ; but this will be so, more or less, in 
every age, and in every country, to the end of the 
world ; for " The poor ye have always with you/* 
But it is in the power of the government, with 
nearly half the world as its empire, to mitigate the 
condition of the unfortunate of their own flesh and 
blood, without compelling them to seek an asylum 
in a foreign State. Shall the British door of op- 
portunity be shut against them? Shall they be 
forced to find a shelter outside the dominions of 
our beloved Queen ? and 

" Shall the mercy that we cherish, 
As old England's primest boast, 
See no slaves but those who perish 
On a far and foreign coast ?** 

But if send them away we will, the United 
States does not disdain to- take the cast-off, if such 
it is. And C. Edwards Lester says : 

** If to enrich her nobles, England will send 
away her industrious subjects we will gladly receive 
them/' 

We may rest assured however, there are no con- 
ditions of life in England that can equalize the vast 
disproportion of the population in the two countries. 

Now, for a moment, to return to Ireland. Eng- 
land would never willingly consent that Ireland, by 
a stroke of the pen, or a turn in the scale of for- 
tune, should be lopped off, so to speak, from form- 
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ing part of the great Empire to which she now be- 
longs. It would take off five or six millions from 
the count in the census, and lessen the importance 
and dignity of the British Government ; yet much 
more than five millions of British subjects have 
been sacrificed, with an astonishing indifference, 
only for want of that care and forethought, which 
from rulers, the nation has a right to expect. 
Surely, with all our wisdom, wealth, and patriot- 
ism, and with such wonderful facilities at hand, we 
ought to be able to secure the natural outgrowth 
of ourselves, and be able to transmit to our poster- 
ity the means of obtaining a livelihood for them- 
selves, under the flag of their fathers. Self-preser- 
vation is said to be the first law of nature ; and St. 
Paul says that a man who will not provide for his 
own household is worse than an infidel. 

Is not government organized for the good of 
society ? And are those in high official station not 
the " fathers " 4s well as the rulers? 

Are we making any provision for our country- 
men and for the future ? The present generation 
holds the destiny of its posterity in its own hands. 
We can pursue a course that will compel them to 
become aliens in a foreign country ; or we can leave 
them a legacy which will insure them, and their 
children's children after them, a British nationality. 
And here I might ask (if we are one nation) whether 
every census taken for Great Britain and Ireland 
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should not include with it the population of the 
colonies, and the net result be given as the popula- 
tion of a united Britannia, rather than the detached 
method now in use. 

At the present time, our population is, for 
Great Britain and Ireland, 33,000,000 
Colonies, apart fron India, 13,000,000 



Total, 46,000,000 
I suggest these statistics should remain insepa- 

« 

rable. Now, assuming the correctness and prac- 
ticability of these thoughts, what matters it 
whether it is London in England, or London in 
Canada; whether it is Halifax in Yorkshire, or 
Halifax in Nova Scotia, as, from a national stand 
point, their interests and successes should be re- 
garded in an exactly parallel light, and should re- 
ceive equal consideration from a central government. 
In consideration of this proposed consolidation, and 
this close Anglo-Colonial alliance, and surveying 
the whole field, as it is presented to our view, it 
would seem that the British Government and peo- 
ple could hardly fail to see that these changes 
would promote a larger personal communication 
between England and the colonies, and give a 
tremendous impetus to removals, and travel, such 
as the British Empire has never yet experienced, 
or even dreamed of. The emigrant ship itself 
would ascend in the scale to a nobler name and 
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purpose. Young enterprising men would as will- 
ingly cross an ocean as a continent, in search of 
new fields of enterprise and industry ; and perhaps, 
in time, every young man in the colonies would 
come to think that he, in turn, should, at least once 
in his life time, visit the land of his fathers. These 
new Anglo-Colonial relations would develop rap- 
idly ; the oceans that divide us would, as it were, 
be bridged from shore to shore, and these seemingly 
great difficulties of becoming better acquainted with 
our country, in the various parts of the world, 
would, by increased speed, safety, and cheapness, 
be reduced to very small proportions. 

Many persons of leisure in the upper ranks of 
life would catch the spirit of this movement, and 
would soon discover with what profit to their 
country and comfort to themselves they could 
spend a portion of their enormous incomes among 
their own people across the sea, as well as on the 
Parisian boulevards or other places of attraction on 
the continent of Europe. 

We should accustom ourselves to regard our 
country as no longer confined to narrow English 
limits, but as extending over the whole surface cov- 
ered by the British flag. Its location and bounda- 
ries should be taught in the schools and colleges of 
the land, as a distinct national geographical study. 

And as the English people pass along their 
crowded docks and see the miles of ships laden 
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with their thousands of emigrants, bound for New 
York, Boston, Philadelphia, all places except British 
ports, let them remember that no nation with a 
small population can compare with another of a 
very much larger one, and that a decline, or rela- 
tive decline, in population is not only a decline of 
moral influence in the world, but invariably leads 
to a decline of the prosperity of the people. 

I trust these thoughts will impress themselves 
on Her Majesty's chief advisers, and that one and 
all will see the folly of deploring, as Lord Beacons- 
field did, that they have not at the present time 
the benefit of those thirteen colonies that a hun- 
dred years ago claimed their independence, while 
a number, equal to the whole population of the 
thirteen colonies, leave British shores for the United 
States every few years. Blood and treasure were 
spent to save the first two millions and make them 
unwilling subjects of the King ; but what has been 
done to keep subsequent millions, already willing 
and loyal, under the jurisdiction of the British Gov- 
ernment? I think every unprejudiced mind must 
see, in this connection, that England's policy has 
not been of the wisest or highest order, and in con- 
sequence the Empire has suffered almost irrepara- 
ble injury and loss, both at home and abroad. 

I now come to that subject which so engrosses 
the thoughts of all Englishmen, and for which 

speculation is ever rife, England's Commercial 
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Primacy. Is England's commercial supremacy 
necessary to insure her the first place in the list of 
the great powers ? It is true no empire has ever 
arisen in the history of the nations to such colos- 
sal proportions of wealth, territory', population, 
or of moral influence, as the British Empire. Its 
manufactures are enormous, its shipping whitens 
the oceans of earth with its canvas, and the vaults 
of its banks contain millions of the precious metals, 
belonging, not only to its own people, but to the 
great and noble of the whole earth — here, because 
it is safe against despotism, revolution, or the fluc- 
tuating changes peculiar to other nations. 

But is all this essential to our greatness and 
power as a nation ? And does it minister to our 
individual happiness in proportion to the value we 
are accustomed to set upon it? 

In addition to a large commerce giving employ- 
ment to a nation, it must necessarily contribute 
largely towards a nation's influence and relative 
standing, especially where it is productive of so 
much wealth as in England ; but I cannot see that 
it is absolutely necessary for England to manufac- 
ture more than any other nation, or sell more of 
her productions to the world than any other, to 
secure her respectability, her influence, or her 
comfort. 

Nor has this been an infallible source of strength 
to England, either in times of peace or of war. 
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And her experience in this matter has proved, more 
than once, that these are uncertain things on which 
to depend. There are other standards by which 
the world sometimes judges of the greatness of 
nations. 

England's commercial supremacy does not add 
wealth to the many, nor does it even bestow the 
comforts of life on the masses. 

That kind of supremacy which confers the great- 
est blessings on the largest number is the best. 
And that country blessed with education and the 
means of obtaining a living by any kind of honest 
labor, and where the profits of labor are shared in 
a large degree by those who labor, I say, such a 
country has a real supremacy over one where capi- 
tal and labor are very unequally divided. For 
while wealth has become a very important element 
in the general make-up of nations in modern times, 
yet it is not the wealth of a Rothschild or a Van- 
derbilt, but the wealth earned by daily toil, and 
that passes from hand to hand in a true " live and 
let live spirit.** Is it not such wealth, and the 
nunlberless hands in which it is held, that is the 
real solid substantial wealth of any country ? On 
this point Earl Dufferin in a speech in Ontario, 
said: 

** It is true you are not so rich as many other communities, 
but the happiness of a people does not so much depend upon 
the accumulation of wealth, as upon its equal distribution." 
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Touching upon the same subject, Senator Conk- 
ling of New York, in a speech delivered at Saratoga, 
Sept. 26, 1878, said: 

" Wealth or property cannot be conjured up by legisla- 
tion nor by political parties. No sleight of hand can produce 
it. No philosopher's stone or perpetual motion can be dis- 
covered by legislative device, however cunning. Property is 
the product of labor. It must be hewed out of the forest, 
ploughed out of the field, blasted out of the mine, pounded 
out of the anvil, wrought out in the factory and furnace. 
Labor is at the bottom of it all, and the nation in which there 
are the most laborers and in which labor is best cherished 
and cared for must be the richest and most prosperous." 

So we see it is not wealth in its accumulation, 
but wealth, in its distribution that most of all en- 
riches a nation and, consequently, it is that sort of 
wealth that a government should seek most of all 
to possess. 

Now if commercial supremacy can only be main- 
tained by underselling every other nation which, in 
turn, necessitates the reduction of the operative's 
wages to a minimum, then I say, commercial su- 
premacy is not worth what it costs ; for, put to its 
best uses, it does not fully come up to the highest 
possible moral standards, or fully meet the ends 
which it is supposed most to aim at. And the pol- 
icy of any party or administration that would seek 
to perpetuate this fallacy as a means to gratify the 
national vanity will not be such as to commend it- 

4 
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self to the judgment of mankind in the future, es- 
pecially as they will see more clearly than we now 
do how the best interests of the nation have been 
sacrificed to accomplish it. Besides, the day is 
passed when England can have the monopoly of • 
any particular branch of industry. The United 
States bids fair to equal England in manufactures, • 
and there can be no bounds set to her growing ' 
commerce with the East, from her western sea- 
board. 

And, as to agriculture, so far as England is con- 
cerned, it may be fairly said that this productive 
source of employment and wealth is entirely out 
of English hands. It is true, in so far as the ship- 
ping interests and carrying trade are concerned^ 
England may be said at the present time to be a 
sort of express-wagon for the whole world ; but the 
United States feels keenly the position it has oc- 
cupied in this respect for the past eighteen years, 
and the prevailing opinion in the United States is, 
that with proper congressional legislation, a very 
different phase would soon be given to this great 
source of wealth. 

The world knows the historical accidents which 
contributed, at least in part, to this almost English 
monopoly, and who can say that accidents even of 
a trivial character may not combine to place much 
of the world*s shipping, once again, in its former or 
other channels, or both ? 
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If any one doubts that the youthful and enter- 
prising States will, ere long, be a strong competitor 
with England for the supremacy of the seas and 
for a more equal division of the commerce of the 
world, their doubts will be dispelled by the follow- 
ing extracts from a series of articles written within 
a few weeks for the American press, and addressed 
to the Hon. Abram S. Hewitt, Chairman of the 
Congressional Labor Committee. Although any- 
thing in the shape of figures is generally dull read- 
ing, these extracts will not only repay perusal, but 
should be read by every man in England inter- 
csted in /this subject, who may not have already 
done so. 

A Differential Tariff. — My first measure is a differ- 
ential tariff. Its objects are revenue, the restoration of lost 
tonnage by reopening our shipyards and machine shops, and 
the revival of markets for those in the interior who furnish 
the raw materials. 



• 



Let us examine the value of our shipping before and since 
the war, so that we may know certainly our loss and be the 
better prepared to appreciate the measure we offer for its 
recovery : 

Toms. 

Total British tonnage in x86i 5t895«369 

Total United States tonnage in x86i 5,539>8i3 

Total excess of English over American 355i556 

Thus, in 1861, we were the successful rival of the greatest 



52 ' VICTORIA BRITANNIA: OR, 

commercial power in the worW, and soon would have been 

her superior, 

• •••••• • 

We will now introduce the Englishman to his ordained 
and inevitable successor. He is free, brave and strong. He 
is the bold, enlightened, liberal and enterprising citizen of our 
great republic. 

This Eastern trade has drifted about among European 
States for more than six hundred years, enriching each in 
turn ; and it has finally settled in the grasp of the strongest 
maritime power among them. They were all about equally 
distant from the markets of one thousand millions of people, 
and there was no other way to force the direction of the 
trade, except by superior strength on the ocean. England 
has this strength; as a consequence she commands this 
trade. 

Let Congress pass our differential tariff, thereby restoring 
our shipping. Let the cotton States combine and adopt our 
export duty, thereby giving us a cash advantage in the price 
of manufactures. Let Congress give their consent to the ex- 
ercise of this reserved right of the States, and in five years 
America will challenge England for this trade, not as an 
equal in the struggle, but with preponderating and invincible 
advantages in our favor. 

England, from her ports of Liverpool and London, has to 
perform a journey of nearly the whole circumference of the 
earth before she can enter the ports of China and Japan. 
She must cross the tropics twice in the route. In a sailing 
vessel the voyage is one hundred and forty-five days. In a 
steamer, at greater expense, the time required will average 
largely over one hundred days. America has an advantage 
in her geographical location, if she wills to profit by it, that 
will settle the question concerning this trade for all time. 
From our Pacific coast we can supply the markets of China 
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and Japan in thirty days. Our saving in wages, insurance, 
labor, freights, distance, and time, must by all the laws which 
govern commerce, compel this trade to be done in American 

bottoms. 

• •••••• * 

The question now presents itself: What are the objections 
to this measure ? There are four which may involve a fair 
difference of opinion, all others are trivial. 

First —England will use her gold to defeat the passage of 
the bill. 

Secondly — She will retaliate on our shipping entering her 
ports. 

Thirdly — She will endeavor to discover new and cheap 
cotton fields, so as to cease depending upon us. 

Fourthly— She will fight. 

• .••... • 

Thus it is evident that except for the loss of our shipping, 
our Government and the banks would have been paying 
specie for the last eight years, values would have been fixed, 
shrinkage in real estate avoided, all discounts upon depre- 
ciated paper would have remained in the pockets of the con- 
sumer and taxpayer, the national debt would have been less 
than $1,000,000,000, and the burden of taxation lessened in 
proportion. 

..a..*. • 

Of the total tonnage of all vessels cnlering and clearing 
fix)m our ports in i860, over seventy per cent was American — 
less than thirty per cent foreign. While in 1870 our tonnage 
fell to less than thirty-eight per cent, that of foreign vessels in- 
creased to sixty-two per cent — an increase of foreign tonnage 
of more than one hundred per cent. 

In the passenger trade not less than $20,000,000 gold, of 

our money goes yearly to foreign vessels. 

• •.•••• • 

The effect upon the British power of our geographical ad- 
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vantage, fcoupled with this export tax on cotton, will be dis- 
astrous, but ultimately our possession of the trade will prove 
a blessing to the British laboring classes. All the avenues of 
industry in England are full to overflowing with laborers, and 
burdened with paupers. Therefore, in proportion as we ac- 
quire the markets of the world, in that proportion idle hands 
will accumulate all over England. 

• •••••• • 

We will reach our mighty arm across the waste of waters. 
America will come to her rescue. We will aid England's 
suffering masses by pulling down their machinery, place it in 
their ships, point their prows to^ our shores, and in the bosom 
of our great country rebuild for them. We will engraft their 
ships, their implements and people upon our soil. Here com- 
petition dies. Here the lost markets will be restored to her 
famishing labor. England will no longer be the warehouse 
for American raw material. America will be the warehouse 
and bazaar of the world, with her plantations, ships, and 
factories side by side working together harmoniously for the 
welfare of all. We have yet room for millions of people. 
Our acquisition of these markets will transfer to us England's 
wealth, skill, and population. 

• •*.••• • 
Our permanent advantage in cotton growing being settled, 

the quesiion arises, How can that advantage be utilized in 
legislation for the enriching of our country and the prosperity 
of our labor ? I answer, by an export duty levied on cotton. 

• • • • . • •'• 
England is now to learn that the Eastern question is to 

be solved here in America. The thought is bom that will 
give birth to the action fixing the final determination of com- 
merce. A true thought once born in America never dies. 
Our people will gather around it, foster it, battle for it, until 
they secure its ultimate triumph. Ellis B. Schnabel. 
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In addition to the foregoing, I subjoin the fol- 
lowing extracts from leaders in the metropolitan 
journals of New York. 

' The Associated Chambers oi Commerce of England held 
their autumnal meeting at Sheffield last month, and the de- 
bates of the representatives from all the great centres of trade 
of the kingdom expressed both anxiety and desponaency. 
" Instead of making commercial progress," said one of the 
delegates, "England is retrograding." From 1842 to 1872 
British trade made a marvellous advance, but since 1872 
the exports have declined in value from $1,280,000,000 to 
$990,000,000, and meantime, too, the imports of manufactured 
goods are increasing. 

We are happily enabled to turn from this gloomy picture 
of the state of trade in England to a brighter one furnished 
at home. So far from declining, our exports are rapidly ad- 
vancing, and our imports continue to fall far below them. 
— Sun. 

A few years ago England was the only countr}' which 
manufactured cotton prints for export, while the idea of any 
one competing with her in her home markets was laughed at 
as a bit of insanity ; but to-day American prints are being 
worn by operatives in English cotton mills, having been found 
to be better and cheaper. — Herald. 

• 

Now while it is true the movement to secure 
these great sources of pecuniary wealth has assumed 
a national character in the United States, it is also 
true that, in spite of all effort on the part of Eng- 
land, we find many of those industries that we have 
been accustomed to consider as English as our soil 



\ 
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now entirely in the hands of American enterprise. 
Now to look away for a moment from this subject 
of commercial supremacy in its material aspect, and 
which is, as has been observed, liable to travel from 
country to country, and examine it from a some- 
what more rational standpoint. And while I do 
not at all agree with Lester that the " commerce 
which in our times seems to unite with Christianity ' 
in achieving the world's redemption, is to the Eng- 
• lishman a bitter curse," there are great moral prin- 
ciples involved in it, and there is a limit beyond 
which I cannot think it is wise or safe to go, in 
effort at being supreme in all or any of these great 
national industries. A competition that actually 
succeeds in securely intrenching itself against all 
the ordinary and honest effort of a world must, as 
I believe, be ruinous to both body and soul, and 
can only be done in the future as in the past, at 
the cost, annually, of hundreds of thousands of 
drunkards, paupers and criminals, and by half the 
population living by starving. Would it not be 
wise, therefore, to prepare by utilizing all those 
great resources that are self-sustaining, and, like 
the United States, to develop those elements of 
independence which are contained within ourselves? 
This, in the end, will be found to be the true basis 
of manhood and independence ; as much so to the 
people of England as it has been, and is at present, 
to the people of the United States. 
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The British Empire has the facilities for becom- 
ing the greatest agricultural nation in the world. 
There is the New Dominion as large as Europe, 
and Australia as large as China, either of which has 
the qualifications necessary for employment, and 
procuring comfortable homes probably for as many 
millions of people as inhabit Europe or China. 

A large agricultural interest in the hands of an 
educated and enlightened people could not fail to 
promote every other industry in a corresponding 
degree, and rather than diminish manufactures and 
commerce, would increase both. Every depart- 
ment of good paying labor would create new de- 
mands and assist to develop every other one ; and 
while the English and Irish peasantry can in the 
colonies fill their own barns with the golden sheaves 
of harvest, the capitalists can bear away tfie sur- 
plus in their own ships to feed the hungry of 
Europe. 

Neither the British Government nor people 
need look with disdain upon what, at first sight, 
may seem to be a surrender of England's high po- 
sition commercially, to accept one that, from the 
force of circumstances, we have been apt to con- 
sider beneath our notice, that is, in its national 
sense. And if the United States is to be the ** em- 
ployer of all employed," and there certainly is 
much in that statement, then it is the surrender of 
the inevitable. 
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And while we do it as gracefully as we can, we 
have reason to be thankful there is a way provided 
by a long chapter of political events, by colonial 
enterprise, and by nature itself, by which England's 
misfortunes, if they should come upon her, may be 
turned to good account, and in the end, place her 
in a better condition than if they did not exist. I 
see no reason why England and the Empire cannot 
be as great in the actual productions of the earth 
as they are, to-day, in manufactures, shipping and 
other enterprises. While England may not be able 
to secure indefinitely a local commercial supremacy 
for herself, the British Government can, by stimu- 
lating a movement in this colonial direction, secure 
that which would make the nation as a whole 
stronger, richer and more populous, and would 
secure that sort of supremacy which is supreme 
over all, the happiness of the people, while the other 
at best, is local, illusory and transient. 

" The work it does is good and blessed, and may be proudly told, 
We see it in the teeming bams, and fields of waving gold ; 
Its metal is unsullied, no blood-stain lingers there ; 
God speed it well, and let it thrive unshackled everywhere. 

" The bark may rest upon the wave, the spear may gather dust ; 
But never may the prow that cuts the furrow lie and rust." 
Sow and reap in Manitoba — //"// that fertile land ; 
Wealth of England ! Put a ploughshare in every idle hand. 

It will be seen here that the leading thought of 
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the writer is the assumption and admission of the 
great living fact that England can only hold her 
ancient place amongst the powers by developing 
her own resources, and by retaining under, or more 
properly, within, her sovereignty, the natural out- 
growth of her own self; and further, that she can 
only retain that outgrowth by consolidating more 
closely with the colonies. 

The question is, How can this national desidera- 
tum be best accomplished ? The first suggestion I 

will touch upon is COLONIAL REPRESENTATION. 

This is a question that has always, more or less, 
entered into the consideration of statesmen, both 
in England and the colonies, yet it has never been 
so thoroughly discussed as to be fruitful of practi- 
cal, or, as far as I know, even practicable results. 
That it is a big question to handle I acknowledge ; 
and here I might say that I made some attempt at 
examining this somewhat intricate subject twenty 
years ago. But seeing at that time no practicable 
method of colonial representation, it being attended 
with seemingly insurmountable difficulties, I had 
for the time, to give up whatever project I may 
have had of writing on the subject. But, deeply 
impressed with its necessity, I resolved to study and 
work, and if I failed to ** try and try again " until I 
succeeded in finding some solution of the question, 
which I would think worthy to offer an intelligent 
public. 
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Probably I have given this subject more consid- 
eration than any other man living, having turned 
over in my mind many more plans than there have 
been years since I first undertook the task. And 
perhaps no one, until they got fairly into the sub- 
ject, could imagine the difficulties to be as great as 
I have found them ; yet it is one not entirely above 
the range of human thought to originate, or beyond 
human skill to control. 

In any proposition which I may make, I assure 
the colonial reader it is the farthest from my 
thoughts to even offer a suggestion in a dictatorial 
spirit. The time has long since passed, if indeed, it 
ever existed, when England would desire to govern 
the colonies by coercion, arbitrary rule, or pre- 
sumptuous authority, and nothing can ever interfere 
with that semi-independence which the colonies 
now enjoy. The theory of self-government is uni- 
formly recognized by all. Englishmen and colonists 
alike, as cort-ect in principle, and safe in practice, 
and no right thinking man would desire a different 
status for the colonies. 

The most the British Government would ever 
attempt of a military nature in the colonies, would 
be to quell any insurrectionary movement that was 
itself a rebellion against their own interests and 
colonial authority. 

The British Government has not the power, nor 
have the English people the disposition ever to 
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raise a hand against a general and intelligent ex 
pression of colonial opinion. As to force, what 
could a handful of the most skilled soldiers in the 
world do against such an army of patriots as could 
to-day be found amongst the four millions of in- 
telligent hardy men in British North America, a 
great number of whom are used to the rifle almost 
from the cradle ? 

Whatever changes may be made in justice to 
the colonies and to serve as future guarantees for 
the perpetuation of the union between England 
and her colonies, a mild government, a wise ruler, 
and the spontaneous will of the people must con- 
tinue to contribute largely towards that end, and 
these important changes can only be brought 
about by the joint action of the colonial legisla- 
tures, as well as the British Parliament ; by a mu- 
tual understanding between the people in England 
and the colonists themselves, and by a popular in- 
dorsement, everywhere, of that which it may be 
proposed to do ; for while colonial representation 
may be as much for the interests of the colonies as 
it is for England, such a measure can only be suc- 
cessfully effected by obtaining the unequivocal 
assent of the colonies. 

My proposition in this respect, and to meet the 
exigencies of colonial representation, is that the 
present British Parliament shall assume the char- 
acter of Two Legislatures ; in one capacity to act as 
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a domestic legislature, in the other as an Inter- 
Britannic Imperial Parliament uniting with it repre- 
sentatives from the colonies. I believe that no new 
legislative body can ever be created in England, to 
act as a local legislative body, nor can any ever be 
created that can supercede the present Imperial 
Parliament in its joint capacity of Lords and Com- 
mons. 

The latter is certainly out of the question, and 
if the former could be done, there would also have 
to be a corresponding arrangement in the colonies. 
Either an entirely new body of legislators to sit 
with the Imperial Parliament, or if the present 
Colonial Legislative bodies filled that office, then 
another would be needed to fill their place. All 
this machinery would be impossible. 

The British Parliament is a peculiarly con- 
structed body. An Empire willingly obeying its 
mandates, yet the Empire cannot be represented 
in it ; and on account of the domestic character as 
well as imperial of the British Parliament, it must 
be obvious that colonial representation is met with 
serious objections at the very threshold and as at 
present constituted, with insurmountable difficul- 
ties. 

England, unlike the United States, has never 
had two legislative bodies, one for each particular 
State, and then a Congress in which all the States 
are represented. These two distinct departments 
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of labor, which may be denominated Local and 
National, and which are assigned to two distinct 
legislative bodies in the United States, are both 
performed by one in England ; it may be said, there- 
fore, that the British Parliament discharges a dou- 
ble obligation to its constituents and country, and 
while this imposes on the British Parliament extra 
duties and responsibilities, and even more power 
than is thought wise to delegate to one legislative 
body in the States, yet it is a foregone conclusion 
that this principle is utterly incapable of change 
and, as I believe, incapable of improvement. 

But is it not capable of extension and expansion ? 
And why cannot this same principle be extended to 
the colonies so as to enable their representatives, in 
addition to legislating iti their domestic matters in 
their own colonies, to enter fully into active Im- 
perial legislation, and discharge also, the same 
double obligations to their common country and 
the Empire, that are now performed by the British 
Parliament ? Can there not be a systematized di- 
vision of work by the same legislative body ? Can- 
not the present House of Commons divide itself 
under the two distinct heads of Domestic and Im- 
perial legislation, and so accommodate itself to 
colonial representation ? 

I think all will agree, in consideration of the 
vast and intricate relations of the British colonies 
to other nations, as well as in their Anglo-colonial 
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aspect, and the rapidly increasing proportions of all, 
that the colonies are not only fully entitled to a 
share in shaping the policy of the central govern- 
ment, but that the time has fully come when the 
British Government and the English people them- 
selves, in their own interests, should seriously con- 
sider this subject. 

Now whiles as I have said, there can be no divis- 
ion of labor or power by the creation of new legisla- 
tive bodies, and while the change, simple as' it may 
seem, of dividing the present British Parliament into 
two divisions, is the utmost limit to which there is 
any possibility of the Imperial Parliament adjusting 
itself to the requirements of the case, yet it is fully 
enough to consistently admit of colonial representa- 
tion, and to make harmonious separate local legisla- 
tion for England and the colonies, and united Im- 
perial legislation for the colonies and England. 

Of course, this plan will involve something more 
than that which may at first appear in the simple 
form in which it is stated, although it will be seen, 
however much the details may necessitate a diver- 
gence, wider in its scope, than may have been 
thought to be the original proposition, it will yet 
resolve itself into its original simplicity. 

This division would nominally create two legisla- 
tures ; but the same representatives would serve in 
both, of, by virtue of being elected to one legisla- 
tive body, would be qualified for the other, one 
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person serving in two offices, and those two created 
from its one original. 

Without this division the colonies could never 
present themselves on the floor of a British House 
of Commons, with any more propriety than Eng- 
lish representatives could take active part in the 
discussions in the colonial legislatures, except, by 
mutual arrangement, the representatives from the 
colonies abstained from voting on local affairs ; but 
I cannot see that this would work harmoniously, 
and indeed, it would be difficult, sometimes, to 
draw such a fine line as should perfectly discrim- 
inate between national and domestic legislation. 
Such a plan would also necessitate a loss of valua- 
ble time, and impose on the colonial representa- 
tives a connection with a legislative body in which 
they had not a full and direct interest, and one 
which would be upon unequal terms. 

The British Parliament acting in its domestic 
capacity for Great Britain and Ireland might, as now, 
retain the title of The British Parliament ; but this 
same British Parliament, acting for the Empire in 
connection with representatives from the colonies in 
its Inter-Britannic form, might be denominated the 
Britannia Parliament. But, in case Ireland should 
: have an independent legislature, then the British 
. Parliament, acting locally for Great Britain, could 
very appropriately assume the title of the Great 
Britain Parliament, its name thereby implying that. 

5 
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its jurisdiction did not extend beyond the limits of 
its own boundaries. That part of the British Par- 
liament that would assemble in Ireland, vested with 
like powers to the Great Britain or the Canadian 
Parliament, might assume the title of The Britain 
Minor Parliament ; these two would act as local 
legislative bodies in and for their respective sec- 
tions, and then meeting and uniting with them the 
colonial bodies under the name of the Britannia 
Parliament, would together assume direction of 
all matters pertaining to the interests of the Empire 
at large, so that the Great Britain Parliament and 
the Britain Minor Parliament, when united, would 
virtually be nothing more than the present British 
Parliament with colonial additions. Nor would 
the Great Britain Parliament and the Britain 
Minor Parliament, acting in their local capacity, 
without the colonies, and independent of them 
and of each other, be anything less than the present 
British Parliament. Almost everything in princi- 
ple would be identical with the present time-hon- 
ored arrangements, and entirely harmonious with 
British usage, in committing to one and the same 
representative unlimited legislative powers. 

While these changes are more nominal than 
real, they would entirely cover the ground neces- 
sary to insure a closer union between England and 
her colonies by colonial representation. 

As the subject of a separate House of Com- 
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mons for Ireland is one of the leading parts of a 
plan, and is treated at length elsewhere, I will not 
-enlarge upon it here. 

As will now be seen, by this arrangement no 
new legislative bodies, either in England or the 
colonies, would be needed, those already in use 
being utilized to meet every exigency. And this 
plan seems to be so well adapted both to England 
and to the colonies, as well as in its special adapta- 
tion in their relation to each other, that it may 
prove, in the end, to be almost a wise interposition 
of Providence that any great divergency from the 
present arrangement or the creation of any new 
legislative bodies is, by circumstances, rendered an 
impossibility. Certain it is, it would save the 
nation from the turmoil of frequent elections and 
more numerous office-holders ; and surely no class 
of men could be so well qualified to come together , 
in the imperial councils of the Empire, as those 
fresh from a like duty in their own immediate lo- 
cation, province, or country, and it is certain that 
legislation of an imperial character could never be 
entrusted to better hands than those who have 
been tried, experienced, and faithful in their stew- 
ardship in local legislation. 

I think all must see that the extension of this 
uniform English principle of vesting full legislative 
power in one and the same person, to the extent 
that would admit of the colonies participating in 
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imperial legislation, would be as beneficial as it 
would be practicable and simple. For if an Eng- 
lish constituency entrusts all its interests, whether 
of a domestic character or a national one, to its 
representatives, why should not the same duties, 
obligations and privileges be performed and en- 
joyed by the representatives elected by the colonial 
constituencies? 

It cannot be said that the colonies are, in any 
sense or degree, a party to, or a part of, the pres- 
ent British Government ; the colonies are a part 
of the Empire, but in all their imperial interests 
they submit to the rule of England. Neither the 
British Parliament nor Executive can be morally 
considered Imperial dejure, although they are both 
technically Imperial de facto. Even the seat of the 
colonial Secretary of the British Cabinet does not 
fall to the lot of the colonies, nor are they in any 
way represented by it. The colonies certainly 
have with England, equal national interests. And 
having equal interests have they not equal rights? 

While I have spoken of colonial representation 
in its general sense because I believe it to be a 
correct principle, I will at present confine myself 
to Canada alone, as some objections which may be 
considered to apply to some other dependencies of 
the Crown, do not at all apply to her. 

There is no necessity that there should be an 
immediate or entire uniformity in colonial represen- 
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tation ; that is to say, Canada, and perhaps one or 
two other of the more important colonies, or Can- 
ada alone, could enter into this projected union 
with the Mother Countries, leaving the less impor- 
tant and the more numerous to be governed by the 
then consolidated Empire, and perhaps to be ad- 
mitted at a future time. 

Canada, so to speak, lies right near by England, 
and is near enough for all practical purposes of 
representation in a united parliament. It does 
not take longer to go from most parts of Canada to 
London than, a few years ago, it took to go from 
some parts of Scotland or Ireland to London. 

Of course if a plan similar to this should ever 
be adopted, so far as Canada is concerned, where 
there is a confederation of several provinces, each 
one having a local legislature of its own, the only 
proper Representative bodies would be the Cana- 
dian House of Commons and Senate, as these 
jointly are the supreme central legislature for 
British North America. The members of the Can- 
adian Senate would take their seats in the House 
of Lords by virtue of their appointment by the 
Crown to that which is nearly a corresponding po- 
sition in their own country. 

It is needless for me to bestow any encomium on 
the fitness of the Canadian Senate for such a posi- 
tion. That its members are eminently fitted by re- 
finement, social distinction, patriotism and wisdom, 



70 VICTORIA BRITANNIA : OR, 

whether for a term of years, or for life, to become 
British Peers, who in England that knows their 
high qualities of character, can gainsay ? 

For the colonies in general, perhaps at some 
future time, those lying in sufficiently close prox- 
imity for the purpose, may see the wisdom, like 
their sister colonies in British North America, of 
uniting into confederacies, and this consolidation 
among themselves would enable them better to 
present themselves as a certain great section of the 
British Empire, and so render representation for 
them, both simple and dignified. Especially might 
this be done to advantage in the case of the five 
flourishing colonies of Australia. In such a case, 
it is not unlikely that in course of time there 
would be found to exist less necessity than for- 
merly for so many small legislatures, and even now, 
I have understood, there is a disposition to unite 
the Nova Scotia and New Brunswick legislatures 
into one. Very much of the business formerly 
transacted by the separate colonial legislatures, 
naturally finds its way into the general and central 
one ; and so many distinct Governments, each ohe 
having all the pomp and importance of state, are 
no doubt found to be expensive and superfluous. 

Considering however how true is the adage 
that '' large bodies move slowly," it may be that 
nothing may ever be done in this generation beyond 
a partial representation for Canada, if indeed that 



CELEBRATE THE REIGN. J I 

itself be attained in any reasonable time or at all. 
The reasons for delay however, cannot be for want 
of possible ways or means to accomplish it. For 
even at the present time, and in a condition similar 
to their present one, I think it not impossible there 
could be a consistent, harmonious, and uniform 
colonial representation in a united Britannia Par- 
liament. 

I will only mention some of these to show how, 
under a still more mature arrangement, colonial 
representation could be entirely and successfully 
attained. In the first place the existing legisla- 
tures could themselves, for the most part, come to 
England ; for, with such a class of men as people 
our colonies, there would be no insuperable diffi- 
culties for those even at the farthest points distant 
from England, nor would they consider any duty 
to their country too irksome to assume. 

Another suggestion is, that the upper branches 
only, of the colonial legislatures, should be con- 
sidered eligible for seats in the British Parliament, 
two-thirds taking their seats in the House of Com- 
mons, and one-third in the Upper House. Next, 
it would not be imperative that there should be an- 
nual sessions of the Britannia Parliament ; meet- 
ings at intervals of a longer period would serve the 
country almost as well, and whatever members at 
that time composed the various parliaments, would 
by virtue of that office become, and would be, mem- 
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bers of the Imperial Pariiament, the business in the 
interim being carried on by the Britannia Executive 
and a competent staff of officers. And then again, 
it would not be absolutely necessary that the most 
or any of the colonial legislatures should come to 
England at all. A certain portion of the time of 
the Colonial legislatures could be set apart for 
strictly Imperial business, that is, by legal methods 
they would be constituted into a branch of the Im- 
perial Parliament, and during the sittings of the 
Imperial Parliament in London, they could officiate 
in the same capacity in their own capitols. Mo- 
tions in either House could be telegraphed and 
votes taken upon measures in a like manner. Per- 
haps it would be difficult to find any branch of the 
public service, in which the telegraph has not be- 
come an important factor except in this ; and how 
can we tell but in the near future even, an electric 
vote flashed across the sea from a far off province 
might be the magnetic spark that would fire the 
British heart and light up the Empire with British 
enthusiasm ? 

If at present a general colonial representation 
is not impossible, how probable is it, — should 
the principle be- established by Canada striking 
hands with England, and thus forming a nucleus 
around which other colonies might cluster — that 
colonial representation in the British Parliament, 
in the future, would become universal. For every 
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objection can be overcome by science and other- 
wise, if the disposition be not wanting. Once es- 
tablish the principle, and its end and perfection is 
only a question of time. 

One objection which may be mentioned, is the 
assumption by some, that this would be a very 
complex and unwieldy legislative body. To this I 
would say that should colonial representation take 
place, it would in all probability commence with 
Canada, and the acquisition of members beyond 
this would be by the same equal stages as devel- 
oped the union itself. 

A union of the whole Anglo-Saxon portion of 
the colonial Empire with England, based upon a 
representation similar to the Canadian House of 
Commons, would perhaps place a united Parlia- 
ment at a number approximate to a thousand mem- 
bers. A representation of all the colonies based 
upon the present English standard of representa- 
tion, would be less ; while a representation of the 
supreme legislatures of all the colonies, as they 
now stand, would be more. 

That the equilibrium of the British Parliament, 
in its Inter-Britannic capacity might not be dis- 
turbed, each colonial legislature, if it were found to 
be disproportionate to the British Parliament, might 
elect a certain number from its own body, which 
would be in about the same ratio for the population 
of the colony to be represented, as the representa- 
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tion in England is to its own population. And fur- 
ther, that every part of the Empire might the better 
representatively harmonize, the colonies could ad- 
just their own representative bodies to an approxi- 
mate English standard. 

All such questions as property, the various 
debts, and the whole net-work- of interests that 
would necessarily have to be arranged and con- 
solidated, would be chiefly settled by arbitrators 
and commissions jointly appointed by England 
and the colonies ; and men of such character and 
ability, as would receive their appointments from 
the various governments, would be security enough 
against any undue advantage being taken by either 
party to the contract. They would equally well 
protect their own immediate interests, and the 
interests of the Empire at large, and so, in this 
spirit of reciprocal good will, very much might be 
done towards the establishing of a real, solid, 
substantial representative Empire during the pres- 
ent reign. 

I am aware there is little of that which has been 
said that can apply to our East India possessions; 
for there can never be a representation of that 
Empire in a British Parliament, based on any rela- 
tive proportion to its native population. Yet time 
and experience will prove that a representation in 
some way suitable to its enormous value, will be 
the only absolute safety of the Empire against the 
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hereditary ambition of Russia, as well as the ever 
recurring complications of the* Eastern Question. 
A fair representation of the native Indian popula- 
tion by some of their own princes could not fail to 
operate favorably for the Indian Empire itself, as 
well as to place it in an entirely different relation- 
ship, in its Anglo-Indian character, to the rest of 
the world, and would better serve the purpose of 
resisting foreign menace and aggression than any 
plan that could ever be devised. 

The form of government should be of that char- 
acter, that a blow struck, an insult offered, or an ad- 
vantage taken of our possessions in any part of the 
world, should not only be known, recognized and felt 
in England, but it should vibrate through the length 
and breadth of the. whole Empire. The new title. 
Empress of India, was a strong link in the chain 
binding our Indian interests and Empire to Eng- 
land ; and the representation of Hindostan in the 
British Parliament in some shape, will, I believe, 
add yet another, which would reach its unbroken 
length from London to Calcutta, and bear any 
strain that might be put upon it, so that our 
Anglo-Indian Empire would henceforth be invio- 
lable. 

And now to return more particularly to the 
colonies in general. It may be said that England 
has tried the present plan, and has prospered so 
well under it, that it would neither be safe nor 
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wise to try that which, at best, would only be an 
untried experiment. 

Well, there was a time when England had no 
Parliament, nor any legislative body that could 
claim to be either representative or national. But 
the British Isles and the Parliaments have been 
steadily growing together until, at the present time, 
it would almost seem that both have reached their 
maximum of glory. 

How great a part the British Parliament has 
contributed toward' producing the grand aggregate 
results of the British Empire of to-day, no human 
being could estimate ; and that which has been so 
effectual in uniting sections and countries, and mak- 
ing them a unit as a nation, would also unite the 
Empire and give it a compactness and symmetry 
which she can never attain by any other means. 
Thus this same British House of Commons, and 
House of Lords, which are the glory of England, 
would become the glory of the Empire. For a 
united Britannia Parliament of this character, with 
representatives coming from every part of the Em- 
pire, would be the most august and illustrious 
body of representatives ever gathered together for 
the common good and mutual defence of Sovereign 
and people. 

Nor could this arrangement fail to make Eng- 
land a great centre, by attracting thither, not only 
all the diversified interests of the detached parts 
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of her own Empire, but indirectly she would be- 
come a centre for the interests of many places con- 
tiguous to her own possessions. 

The Marquis of Lome ii> his recent speeches 
has spoken of the great advantages of the union of 
the North American Provinces into a confederation 
over the detached plan of a few years ago. We 
all see the correctness of his judgment and the 
wisdom of the movement. The same principles 
apply to a confederation of the whole British 
Empire. 

The groundwork of the Dominion union is its 
legislature, so would a legislature form the central 
point at which all British interests would converge. 
If we would look for practical demonstration of 
the advantages of consolidation, we can see it on 
the Continent of Europe in the Empires of Ger- 
many and Austro-Hungary, as well as in America, 
in the Commons of the Dominion, and in the Con- 
gress of the States. 

England could well afford to unite in a repre- 
sentative body with the colonies, for indeed the 
colonists are the peers of English bom men, and if 
the colonies themselves do not object, then Eng- 
land need not. Take the people in the British 
colonies for all in all, they are among the most in- 
telligent speaking the English language. Proba- 
bly not a large number of them have passed through 
Eton, or graduated from Oxford, but the masses 
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have a better education than the masses in Eng- 
land ; and their general inteUigence and information 
on necessary things is fully equal to that of the 
English people, while the great questions of the 
day are handled by them with an ease and ready 
understanding beyond any thing I ever remember 
seeing in England. 

The Canadians particularly are a sound, com- 
mon-sense, practical people. I take it, that rep- 
resentative men from such a class would be an in- 
valuable acquisition in a British legislature where 
great national questions are discussed, and where 
wisdom is needed. 

How varied are the matters that have to be 
settled between England and foreign states in 
which the vital interests of the colonies are at 
stake. 

How much valuable information could be given 
by the colonists themselves ; and how much more 
intelligently an administration could act, under 
such direct information and advice, must be so ap- 
parent as not to need any extended argument. 

The help that would be given to the General 
Government, coming in on all sides from these 
sister colonies, would be very considerable. I say 
help, not in an aggressive sense, but from that 
mcfral force that could not fail to come out of a 
union of hearts and hands and voices; a moral 
power which has often been needed in the past, and 
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if not needed again in the Western hemisphere 
will, more than ever, be wanted in the Eastern. 

As to America, who does not know that if the 
British Government had had such a support at its 
back in the settlement of the boundary disputes 
between England and the United States, the Eng- 
lish Empire on the American Continent would 
never have been crowded up north of the forty- 
ninth degree of north latitude ? 

In much of the foreign policy of England, the 
Government has had to work at a disadvantage. 
That which should have been a source of strength 
has been counted a source of weakness, and in 
most of the negotiations between England and the 
United States, Canada has been considered a load 
to carry, rather than as a reserve force that could 
be used in an emergency or when England might 
find it hard to climb the hill alone. I believe there- 
fore,, that which under certain conditions is an ele- 
ment of weakness, would, by virtue of this new 
relationship, become a source of great strength. 

But what has the British loss ever been in 
America, the first Anglo-American Empire ex- 
cepted, compared to what it has often been in 
Europe, for want of this very prestige and real solid 
strength which such a union would impart ? Who 
can measure it? 

Some who have never made this subject one of 
close study may think that I am over-estimating 
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the value of the colonies ; but upon reflection they 
will see plainly, that it is from and in the colonies 
alone, that the British Empire can ever develop her 
resources in a similar ratio to those nations having 
so much better facilities in territory immediately 
surrounding their own capitols ; and the more we 
examine into this subject, the more we shall be 
convinced that these are words of sober truth. 

There is, I believe, an unknown and untried 
strength in the British Empire ; but until there is 
some plan which may tend to develop it, and give 
it that force which she this day needs in Europe, 
the very axis upon which the Empire turns will 
remain unsound at its centre and her fountains 
of wisdom will not give forth their sweetest waters. 
The world would not be slow to appreciate the 
difference in a United Britannia and a single-handed 
England. 

In time of trouble and danger our uniform cus- 
tom has been to seek the sympathy, moral influ- 
ence, and co-operation, of the various continental 
nations. 

The frequent pleadings of England for allies 
and help are something pitiful; first she goes to 
France, then to Austria, and in turn, all over the 
continent of Europe she tells the story of her con- 
dition and heed. She begs charity from any or 
every country; sometimes she obtains alms and 
sometimes not- I ask, is this honorable ? Is it not 
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ignominious ? Would it not be more noble, before 
seeking allies elsewhere, to first utilize our re- 
sources at home, depend more upon our own strong 
arm and in the justice of our cause, whatever it 
may be ? 

England and her colonies are strong enough to 
resist encroachments upon their rights, let them be 
assailed from any quarter whatsoever. 

If however, England cannot, and does not, ex- 
pect the colonies to enter into the spirit of her con- 
tests, if she cannot expect the colonies to cast in 
their lot with England under what may seem to be 
adverse circumstances, how can she expect that 
nations entirely foreign, and having still less in- 
terest than the colbnies have, should be willing to 
do so ? Or have some countries in Europe more 
interest in English concerns than several millions 
of British subjects in the colonies? The colonies 
have hitherto acted well their part, particularly 
considering the only indirect interests they are 
supposed to have in England's foreign policy. They 
stand ready to do the same again, and are as will- 
ing to share in England's trials as they are to share 
her protection; this is the more praiseworthy as 
^hey have never had any voice, either in producing 
or preventing that for which their assistance is so 
generously offered and so kindly accepted. 

That it is judicious for England to presume to 
declare war, a war in which the colonies would, 

6 
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with England, be equally interested in its results, a 
war which might involve their loss to the crown, 
and even endanger their very existence, is open to 
grave doubts and, I believe, is most unwise. 

It may be answered here, that this great pre- 
rogative of declaring war, with many others, is cen- 
tred in the Crown alone. This we all know ; but 
that in practice it is an obsolete theory, we also 
know. And it is even truer of England than of 
America, that those who govern derive their power 
from the governed. The fact is, England should 
not undertake any great national enterprises with- 
out first consulting and securing the co-operation of 
the colonies ; for England will find her best friends 
are those of her own household. 

The United States, in this as in some other 
things, has set England a good example. She has 
succeeded best without foreign alliances ; and self- 
reliance is the great national characteristic of the 
American people. Surely there is a dignity in this 
uniform policy worthy of all praise. 

Again, the expenses of this vast Empire are 
now chiefly borne by England, and although it is 
done cheerfully, a murmur seldom being heard, yet 
the burden of revenue raising falls heavily on the 
working classes. 

There can be no proper division of expenses or 
equal distribution of taxation for Imperial pur- 
poses, so long as there is no colonial representation 
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in the British Parliament ; in principle this does not 
seem, nor is it, just. The colonies share equally in 
protection but unequally in Imperial expenditure. 
No party or person is to blame for this, because it is 
the law by custom, and perhaps has answered its 
purpose well enough to the present time ; but as the 
colonies enlarge, expenses will increase. Now, pro- 
viding the taxation for Imperial purposes was pro 
rata according to population, then the increased 
expenditure would be borne by those in whose in- 
terests it was chiefly needed ; England, at any rate, 
would not be taxed disproportionately beyond that 
which she now is. But as long as the present 
method of raising Imperial revenue lasts, so long 
will the disproportion increase, and England will, 
every year, have to assume new responsibilities, and 
every year will have less ability to meet them. 

It may be settled now as an accomplished fact, 
that Australia will have a population of ten millions 
of people during the life time of many a young 
man now living, while the Dominion of Canada is 
doubly sure of another ten millions in the same 
time ; and it is only reasonable to suppose that in 
about forty other dependencies of the Crown there 
will be another ten millions of the English speaking 
people, and Jiere we have a population about equal 
to the whole population of Great Britain and 
Ireland. I think the most sober man in all Eng- 
land will not say this is overestimated. 
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For if, since the opening of the present century, 
and after sending forth millions of her sons and 
daughters into different parts of the earth, England 
has increased from a round eight millions to her 
present population, what may not be expected 
from these continents and islands, so vastly supe- 
rior in resources to England, and already with an 
aggregate population equal to that which England 
had within the short period of half a century ago. 

I ask therefore, if the present manner of raising 
the Imperial revenue is adapted to such a certainty 
in the near future ? Where all are equally benefited, 
where all stand upon an equal footing as British 
subjects, I do not see any more inconsistency in 
making the Tweed, the Thames, or the Mersey, 
dividing lines between those who should support 
the general government, and those who should not, 
than there now is in making dividing lines of the At- 
lantic, the Pacific or the Indian Ocean, except for 
the one reason, that there is no representation to en- 
able the colonies to tax themselves. 

These national obligations are so unequal, that 
it is not likely the Mother Countries alone, can or 
will, forever continue to assume the expenses of an 
Empire that stretches out into the four quarters of 
the giobe ; nor is it likely that an Empire of such 
magnitude as our Colonial Empire now is, and with 
such varied and growing interests, interwoven as 
they are with other States, will very long consent 
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to be Without representation or a voice in those 
things that concern their interests with other States 
and with each other. 

This assumption of power, and this submission 
to control, may have been proper enough for colo- 
nial enterprises in their infancy; but colonial in- 
fancy has grown to man's estate, and if it does not 
already rival its parent in present dimensions, it 
surpasses her in prospective development ; and the 
time must be very near when the colonies must 
stand as independent Empires, or take their place 
on a perfect footing of equality with the one from 
which they are the outgrowth. 

I assume the latter is the most natural, still in- 
dependence is by no means an impossible contin- 
gency ; and, according to some authorities spoken 
of before, is a natural sequel to the final condition 
of the British Colonial Empire. 

Besides this, it cannot be denied on account of 
the American press, and other influences constantly 
at work, there is also a sort of undercurrent of 
thought in favor of annexation to the States ; and 
while no large or respectable portion of the Cana- 
dian people, at present, either advocate annexation, 
or independence, yet that they are both advocated 
more or less is true. Certainly the ties that bind 
together England and her colonies are of that 
slender nature that they could be snapped asunder 
at any time, just as the American colonies were, 
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by provocation of what may be considered an over- 
bearing administration, by real or imaginary griev- 
ances, or by the agitation of a restless faction or 
party. 

To show the drift of public feeling and interest 
in this question of Canadian Independence, not 
only in the States, but from other quarters, I give 
an extract or two from the press. They are chiefly 
if not all from the New York Herald, the leading 
Metropolitan journal, always candid in its editorials, 
and is a fair reflection of American opinion. 

" But whenever Niagara becomes the great permanent seat 
of summer fashion the time will not be distant when the two 
Anglo- American communities will coalesce and unite. The 
annual interchange of views and sentiments between the 
leading minds of the two communities would tend to convince 
the Canadians that their interests would be best promoted by 
making social intercourse a stepping stone to political union." 

" The people of the United States have no disposition to 
intrude their views in the domestic government of Canada. 
They understand too well that the people of the Dominion 
form an independent community, and that it rests with them 
and not with any outside community to determine their polit- 
ical standing. The Canadian people can never be brought 
into closer relations with the United States without their own 
consent, and some indications point to the maintenance of the 
Canadian Dominion as a separate political power in the West- 
em Hemisphere." 

" But, assuming that the Canadian Dominion will always 
stand as a permanent feature of North American politics, its 
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relations with the United States are an interesting topic of 
speculation. Lord Dufferin's recent speeches assume that 
the two communities will always remain distinct. They 
merely aim to promote good neighborhood. From this point 
of view they are admirable. But mere neighborly feeling, 
however cordial, is one thing and the hope and prospect of a 
political incorporation of Canada and the United States is 
quite another thing. For our part we believe that it is the 
destiny of Canada to form a part of the American Union at 
some not very distant day ; but it is quite excusable in Lord 
Dufferin to take a different view." 

The following is from the London Times, and 
was sent as a special despatch to the Toronto Globe, 
and appeared in that paper August 28. On Aug. 
29 it was reprinted in the New York Herald. 

"Canadians are exceedingly tenacious of their independ- 
ence, authority and self-government. They claim to consti- 
tute a young nation, destined to enjoy a great political future. 
This being the popular feeling in Canada, the government at 
Washington are about to propose that the dominion shall merge 
its existence in that of the Union in respect of all fiscal legis- 
lation. Canada would thus become another State added to the 
federation. The United States government appear quite un- 
conscious that their proposition can be regarded as startling. 
They have in no degree realized the intensity of feeling that 
prevails on the other side of the border in favor of the asser- 
tion and maintenance of a separate, independent existence." 

I shall not encumber these pages with any ex- 
tract from the untimely, injudicious, and, as I be- 
lieve, most unjust criticism in ^^ London Worlds on 
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the appointment of the Marquis of Lome to his new 
field of labor, and even on that nobleman himself, 
except a word to better illustrate the necessity of 
placing this national question far above the contin- 
gencies of office at home, or appointment abroad. 

" There is a strong republican leaven in Canada itself; 
and it depends entirely on the personal influence of the Gov- 
ernor General whether that shall be fused into the mass of 
loyal devotion to the English Crown, or be hardened into a 
stubborn, aggressive, and irreconcilable force." 

Is it not apropos to the subject to inquire here 
— Where are the absolute guarantees against such 
alarming possibilities, which are at any moment 
liable to be induced by caprice, or by any ordinary 
human infirmities ? I know of none, except as they 
are centered in colonial representation, and in an 
Aoglo-Colonial Parliament ; and in these alone do 
I believe there is any reason to hope for a perpetual 
union between England and her colonies. 

While the London World's article should have 
been beneath the notice of this book, having alluded 
to it I may be excused for a momentary digression. 
Before a year elapses, if it has not already, the Lon- 
don World will realize the foolishness . of its own 
prognostications, and will be ashamed of its own 
sentiments. The Marquis of Lome's appointment 
is an omen of good, and will be found to be the 
result of a patriotic wisdom ; and may the Ruler of 
the Universe, who controls the hearts of rulers and 
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princes, so dispose of this and all earthly appoint- 
ments and actions, that the greatest good may re- 
dound to the British Empire, and the greatest glory 
to His holy name. 

I think no one acquainted with the facts of the 
Revolutionary War in America, can fail to see that 
colonial' representation at that time on the floors 
of the British House of Commons, would, in all 
human probability, have averted the war and saved 
the colonies. No grievances, of a character that 
would have warranted the colonies in any attempt 
to sever their political ties with England, would 
ever have existed, and if they had, redress would 
have been easy of attainment. 

If the colonists had had an opportunity of de- 
fining their position under more favorable circum- 
stances, if their communications had been direct 
with the King, the Commons, and the people, 
rather than through the governors of the colonies 
and other sources, if the Americans of that day had 
been able to stand up to defend their cause in a 
British Parliament, nothing could have withstood 
their arguments, their firmness, or their eloquence. 

They were logicians, philosophers, and states- 
men ; and would have been among the brightest 
and best of men that ever adorned the British 
House of Commons ; men of whom " the world was 
not worthy.*' 

History after a century has repeated itself, and 
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like men are again born to England, and reared in 
a similar school ; but it has taken the century to 
do it, and now it lies very much with England and 
with the wisdom of her statesmen, as well as with 
the patriotism of the Canadian people to determine 
the relative status of the old and the new Empire 
for a century to come, perhaps for all time. 

I take it that Mr. Gladstone's expression inci- 
dentally alluded to before, that, " The United States 
will become the head servant in the great house- 
hold of the world, the employer of all employed," 
points to a time when the United States may be- 
come England's employer, and the English become 
the servants of the American people — they the 
masters, we the bondsmen. A sorry picture. But 
the world became tributary to England, so to speak, 
and now, it is for us to avert a like calamity from 
befalling England, if we can. Should not these 
possible inequalities stimulate us towards a consoli- 
dation of the various interests and sections of the 
Empire ? 

Whatever great developments take place, they 
can only be brought about by mutual cooperation 
and harmonious government ; little will ever be ac- 
complished by either alone. It is sometimes said 
that England is as much an Asiatic power as she is 
European. And is she not also as much American 
as she is Asiatic? As to that power which the 
British Government can derive from an intelligent^ 
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educated and thrifty people — ^has she not more to 
expect from America than from Asia ? America is 
a natural field for English development, and Canada 
as well as other British colonies, is yet to act an 
important part in a commercial relationship to Asia 
and other parts of the world ; and they with Eng- 
land, will want and will have an outlet for their 
industries, and a market for their manufactures and 
productions. 

What then can a United Britannia control of 
that mighty Empire which follows the sun in his 
western course ? 

Can we bridge the rivers, tunnel the mountains, 
and dig out our great highways, north of the St. 
Lawrence, the Great Lakes and the forty-ninth 
degree of north latitude ; and can we establish a 
Liverpool on the Atlantic, or a Portsmouth on 
the Pacific Ocean ? 

These, with a proportionate development of the 
more important colonies, are questions more than 
the preeminence of England proper, that ere half a 
century rolls round must seal the commercial fate 
of the British Empire. 

Thrust in now the sickle of British enterprise 
and patriotism ; " the fields are already white to 
harvest;" and in the evening of the lives of 
many of us, we shall find our efforts "as bread 
cast upon the waters that we shall find after many 
days;" while the Magna Charta of our liberties 
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Will be secured in our allegiance to Sovereign and 
Country. 

But if the disintegration of the British Empire 
must come, then that means humility and dishonor 
to England ; while the colonies themselves would 
become a prey to their strong neighbors, and be 
finally absorbed into every nationality of the whole 
earth. 

A separation, however, between England and 
her colonies does not seem to me to follow as a 
necessary solution of the political relationship be- 
tween them. On the contrary, nothing but the 
most absolute want of proper management and 
statesmanship, and an utter disregard to the mu- 
tual interests of both and by both, could ever sanc- 
tion the dissolution of ties that should be forever 
sacred and indissoluble. 

England's interests and England's future are in- 
separably linked to the interests of the colonies. I 
assume the colonists take the same view of the sub- 
ject ; and indeed, as will be seen, my arguments are 
entirely based on that assumption. 

As to the Canadian people, I have never met 
with one who did not think a close union with 
England would best promote the growth of Canada, 
and in every way serve their best interests. 

If in the future the colonies should become part 
of the Governing Power of the Empire, and as- 
sume all the obligations that change would neces- 
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sarily bring with it, such as furnishing their ratea- 
ble proportion of Imperial Revenue to the national 
Exchequer, and other matters of a like nature, they 
would also be equally entitled with the English 
born people to the highest honors of social distinc- 
tion, and be eligible for the most exalted positions 
in the great affairs of state. A Canadian might be 
appointed to the Governor-Generalship of India ; 
or an Australian to be the Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 
land. Sometimes ambassadors would be selected 
from the colonies to represent the Empire at 
foreign courts; while in the British Parliament a 
colonist becoming Prime Minister would not be an 
impossibility. 

Why should all office emanate from England ? 
Why should competition not be thrown open to 
the Queen's subjects in every part of the Empire? 
That this plan would not work in the interests of 
a privileged class in England, of course, we can all 
see ; but that it would work in the interests of the 
Sovereign, the Government and the Empire we can 
also see. 

When these changes are accomplished, then will 
England more fully realize the grandeur and worth 
of her colonial Empire. Bring to the surface this 
latent talent and strength, and none will be more 
astonished than ourselves at the results. With 
such a change in our Colonial Administration and 
Policy, we could well afford to take our stand 
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against the world, and no longer bargain away our 
independence of action with one country, for the 
sake of obtaining a supposed advantage from 
another ; and the colonies rather than being in the 
condition of inviting attack upon England through 
them, would become the outer and stronger wall 
of the Empire, which no besieging army could 
ever scale. 

This close union will not only confer a mutual 
and lasting benefit upon England and the colonies, 
but, I ask, is not a bond of union something of this 
nature absolutely necessary, to secure the ultimate 
success and prosperity of each separately and the 
preeminence of both jointly ? 

A consolidation of the Empire once established 
by representation, and all talk of annexation to this 
country or to that, all speculation as to the future 
of this or that province, all this feverish excitement 
about the future of England, all talk of surrender 
of English protection because a colony does not 
pay, all agitation in favor of colonial independence 
under every imaginary grievance would cease — and 
the Empire like England would grow towards per- 
fection of government by legitimate and constitu- 
tional means. Under such circumstances I con- 
ceive we should have an undisputed claim to all 
necessary water or land routes, that did not conflict 
with the rights or interests of other civilized 
powers, for the purpose of connecting the various 
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parts of the Empire into as compact a whole as 
possible. The interests of every part would be di- 
rect, positive. The colonies, no longer being col- 
onies as now understood, no longer being subject 
to the government of England, but taking their 
equal place with England, would become an active 
party to the Government, as well as an integral part 
of the Empire. 

An assemblage of this character, forming the 
Britannia Parliament, would be the grandest spec- 
tacle of modern times; and would give strength 
and dignity abroad, peace and unity at home, and 
stability and safety for the future; a parliament 
in which all the sections would vie with one another 
. in loyal and noble deeds, not in the interests of a 
section, but in the interests of their country. 

We can thus show to the world that if the 
British Banner is unfurled over a scattered and 
fragmentary Empire, it covers a free and loyal 
people and an undivided country ; and that neither 
continents nor oceans can separate a people 
bound by ties of common origin, language and 
interests. 

" Our joint communion breaking with the sun : 
Yet still from either beach 
The voice of blood shall reach. 
More audible than speech 
* We are one.' " 

It will be observed, I have spoken chiefly of 
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Canada. I have done so because it is perhaps, the 
most important and at the present time the most 
prominent of the British colonies. It is to her the 
eyes of the world are turned, watching with keen 
interest every movement which may decide her own 
destiny, and determine her relations with England. 
It is felt that Canada is the pivot upon which all 
Colonial Empire will turn. And her actions will 
not only establish a precedent for her sister colo- 
nies, whether for independence or colonial represen- 
tation, but will finally determine the integrality or 
disintegration of the British Empire. 

I here leave this interesting question in the 
hands of the Great, the Wise and the Good. 

I now come to Ireland. " It is a sad word, 
the saddest of all the names and all the nations/' 
and is one of the most difficult problems that any 
Government or any people have ever been called 
upon to solve. If that saying of Christ, ** Those 
who take the sword shall perish with the sword," 
was intended for nations, as well as individuals, 
then it has been literally verified in the case of 
Ireland. The settlement of every country, and 
the final condition of all races is based upon the 
fortunes of war. This is as true of America or 
England as it is of Ireland. 

England has over and over again had to accept 
the situation of conquest and servitude. War is a 
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lottery, and those that enter into it must abide by 
its varying fortune of successes or reverses, from 
which there is no appeal. 

The same race of men, for the most part, that 
conquered England, also conquered Ireland. 

The English people assimilated themselves to 
their conquerors, and adapted themselves to their 
new circumstances. 

Ireland has always been unwilling to reniain 
conquered, and in consequence has undergone 
more hardship than the conquered English, and 
perhaps more than usually falls to the lot of the 
vanquished. 

That Ireland has been well governed within the 
Era of Liberty, or even by the British Government 
of a later day, or that it is at present well-governed, 
very few will presume to say. But it is too late in 
the day to attempt revolution or rebellion as a 
means of redress. 

The futures of England and Ireland are linked 
into one, and must forever remain so. This is un- 
doubtedly the settled and final condition of the two 
islands. The wisest course for Ireland therefore, is 
in close connection with England to aim at greater 
results of happiness and prosperity than she could 
ever have expected to attain alone. And the 
wisest for England in consideration of the national 
requirements is to make the union as advantageous 
to both as it can be made by human wisdom. As 
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to the condition of the two islands, it is to be hoped 
it is only a question of time, when both will enjoy 
equal prosperity, and when both will stand before 
the world sharing equal dignity and commanding 
equal respect. 

England no more than Ireland has any too much 
reason, in some respects, to say much in her own 
praise. Both nations have had their " dark ages " ' 
and night of fettered conscience, and both now are 
only in their beginning of that wide diffusion of 
education to which they must attain before they 
reach the American or Canadian standard. 

It is to be. hoped there is before Ireland a 
season of liberty, prosperity and contentment. If 
both countries act wisely, both may profit im- 
mensely by the union ; but if Ireland is not willing 
to jointly rule with England, then she must sub- 
mit to be governed by England ; and on the other 
hand, whatever debt Ireland ever owed to England 
by virtue of England's successes in war, surely they 
have been by this time more than paid in full. Two 
or three generations have passed away since Ireland 
has given England any provocation worth men- 
tioning, nor is there a single Irishman living to-day 
who is in any way responsible for what England 
may have considered Irish provocation or English 
grievance, any more than there is a single English- 
man living who is answerable for what are called 
Irish Wrongs or English Persecutions. 
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Many causes of trouble are now happily re- 

« 

moved, and those which so long existed were the 
result of an ignorant and intolerant age ; and in 
this respect there was not much to choose between 
the conquerors and the conquered. Might made 
right, and which ever side was most successful 
would, in those times, have put his heel on the neck 
of the vanquished ; the history of all the ages is 
the same, and neither England nor Ireland has been 
any exception to the standard rule. 

Knowing as we do, then, that these wars and 
strifes proceeded from the ordinary inherent war- 
like nature of man, and in this case perhaps inten- 
sified by religious bigotry and superstition, it would 
be useless to follow them in their details or to ex- 
amine their merits. It may, however, be profitable 
to examine at this interesting period of English 
history, the best plans for securing all the benefits 
that may mutually accrue from the present condi- 
tion and union of the two peoples. Nothing can 
now be gained to Ireland, by going back to facts or 
individuals that now lie buried in their graves ; nor 
will England be in any way benefited by an undue 
exercise of authority and -power, achieved by a 
mere chapter of accidents. The time has gone by 
when anything can be gained by harsh measures on 
the one side, or a hostile spirit on the other. 

The union now, ought to show fruits of ad- 
vantage and improvement, to Ireland as well as to 
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England ; and if the full benefit of mutual union 
and prosperity are to be attained ; if solid sterling 
results worthy of the age and the great possibilities 
of the union are to be secured ; then Ireland must 
be placed on an equal footing with England, or 
with the most favored parts of the British Empire. 
It may be said, Ireland enjoys this already, that is 
to say, England so decides. But what does Ireland 
say herself? Of that in which her liberties consist 
she is the best judge. Ireland's liberty is just 
what England has made it, and is not of that char- 
acter which meets with the approval of Ireland. 

Whether an entirely Independent Government 
for Ireland would be a benefit or an injury, could 
only be determined by a. trial ; but it is useless to 
discuss an impossible event. An entire independ- 
ence of Ireland from the British Crown will never 
take place ; nor will it ever become a popular or 
even serious question. 

Byt what of the long agitated question of a par- 
tial division of authority and government ? 

Let us examine it a moment as to its general 
principles in its adaptation to new circumstances. 

The conditions of separate Legislative Powers 
to-day would be very different from those of nearly 
a century ago ; and the same arguments or reasons 
that would then apply either in favor of a united 
Legislature, or of two separate Legislatures, do not 
at all apply at the present time. 
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The legislative union had its origin in the popu- 
lar belief, and no doubt, considering the time, nearly 
a hundred years ago, with very much truth, that 
liberty was incompatible with the public safety, and 
that two beliefs in religion or two opinions in politics 
could not coexist. 

That time has entirely passed away. Those 
were days of stage-coaches and when every man 
was his own post-office ; there were few newspapers 
or books, hence ignorance and bigotry. Now we 
have railroads, steam-ships, telegraphs, a free press, 
and a wider diffusion of knowledge. Religion is 
more tolerant, while the freedom of speech is 
claimed as the inalienable right of every man under 
the protection of Her Majesty's Government, and 
any actual necessity for the legislative union no 
longer exists, any more than there exists any actual 
necessity for the repeal of the union. 

So far as England is concerned a separate Le- 
gislature could now be granted with perfect safety 
if not with profit ; but no material advantage could 
now be gained to Ireland, beyond the gratification 
of the nationcd sentiment. Her laws in the main 
could not be very different from what they now 
are; for the age in which we live and the public 
opinion of the world controls the acts of Legisla- 
tures ; and in almost every enlightened country the 
laws approach nearly to a uniformity. 

But still, however good the laws, or the admin- 
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istration of those laws may be, which are provided 
for one country by another, the principle must al- 
ways be repulsive to a sensitive nation, and can 
never J)e in harmony with the universal longings 
for national freedom. 

If this change would satisfy the demands of Ire- 
land ; if it would, to the majority of the Irish people, 
seem to be an extension of liberty; if it would 
gratify the national pride, it would only be gratify- 
ing that same love of liberty which we all consider 
to be a noble trait in the English character, and 
which, if the Irish did not possess, they would be 
something less than man as he came forth from the 
hands of his Creator. God has not so constituted 
man ; and to find fault with the nature that re- 
volts at dictation, is to find fault with the handi- 
work of the Almighty. Lord Beaconsfield it will be 
remembered recently said in reference to the East- 
ern Question, " England will not be dictated to by 
any other power whatever.** 

There are conditions, however, which would 
make the gain to Ireland of an independent Le- 
gislature simply nominal, while her loss might be 
real. At present the Irish have, perhaps, as large 
a representation in the British Parliament in pro- 
portion to the population of their country as either 
England or Scotland ; and to withdraw at any cost, 
without determining beforehand how they were to 
continue the exercise of their power and influence in 
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the councils of the Empire, might be the surrender 
of substantial power for that which might prove 
only illusive. 

Supposing Ireland had an independent Legis- 
lature — Would the English or the Irish Legislature 
create the National Government, or administration 
for the Empire? Or would there be two, and a 
divided and clashing authority? Or would there 
be an alternate administration? None of these 
methods could ever exist. The fact is, there must 
of necessity be some union in the matter of Re- 
presentation, except Ireland would consent to be 
governed as a colony, simply managing her inter- 
nal affairs, but allowing the English Government 
to look after her interests in so far as they related 
to other states, to protect her from internal dissen- 
sions and outward aggressions, and to represent her 
at foreign courts by ambassadors appointed by a 
government in which she could have no voice. 
Ireland by accepting such a position would thereby 
become a dependency of the Crown ; and while 
her liberties would not be at all involved, her voice 
would not be heard in the councils of the Empire ; 
and her partnership, so to speak, in the British 
Government would be dissolved. She would no 
longer be part of the Government, but be subject 
to the Government. 

In connection with this subject of Irish Home 
Rule it may be said, first, that an independent 
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Legislature for Ireland, entirely apart from a Le- 
gislative union of an imperial character of any sort, 
would be of doubtful benefit to Ireland ; and sec- 
ond, that the obstacles and objections to such a 
,^ movement are so weighty and numerous, that Eng- 
land might be justified in not countenancing or 
sanctioning a measure which would neither be pro- 
ductive of good to Ireland, and, to say the least,* 
would be attended with some forebodings of evil to 
England. But that which is neither practicable nor 
wise to do, by making an abrupt and entire division 
of legislative responsibility between England and 
Ireland, can be successfully attained by giving to 
Ireland a local Legislature with limited legislative 
powers ; reserving the larger and more important 
authority to be vested in an imperial parliament. 

This much could most undoubtedly be done 
with mutual profit to both and with absolute safety 
to England and the Empire. 

This proposed Imperial or Britannia Parliament 
n which the colonies could participate, would pre- 
')are and make easy the way for a separate parlia- 
ment for Ireland ; and thus a favorable opportunity 
would be offered to give Ireland that boon she 
has so long been asking. 

If the Irish people generally desire a change of 
this character, there would not have to be any great 
revolution in accomplishing it. Although the plan 
for a separate Legislature for Ireland has been par» 
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tially outlined in my remarks on Colonial Repre- 
sentation, it will be necessary to be explicit in 
showing that the plan for a separate Irish House 
of Commons, would be equally simple with the one 
for the division of the present British Parliament 
into the two divisions, necessary to permit of colo- 
nial representation. 

It will be remembered, I said in connection 
with that subject — that to admit of colonial repre- 
sentation, the British Parliament would have to 
divide itself under the two heads of Local and Im- 
perial Legislation ; and now, to admit of a separate 
Legislature for Ireland, the British Parliament, in 
its domestic capacity, would have again to divide 
itself into two separate spheres of action, one for 
Great Britain, the other for Ireland. The members 
elect for England would meet in London as usual, 
and the Irish members would meet in their Cap- 
itol ; perhaps, as I have before intimated, under the 
name of the Britain Minor House of Commons* 
Each would transact all legislative business pertain- 
ing to its own island. Then both of these, with 
such of the Legislatures of the colonies as were 
admitted into the Imperial Parliament, would meet 
as the Inter-Britannic Parliament of the Empire. 

While this plan would give nominally three Le- 
gislatures, there would only virtually be one ; and 
that one acting in a sphere which nature, affinity 
and national necessity would seem to assign it. 
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If Canada has an independent Legislature, why 
should Ireland not have one? She is even more 
distinct as a separate nationality than is Canada ; 
and if Ireland should have a separate Legislature 
and retain her place in the Imperial Parliament — 
why should Canada not have her place also in the 
same Parliament ? 

One thing I believe to be certain — that this pro- 
posed extension of liberty for Ireland, coupled with 
the conditions of Imperial Representation, both 
with England and the colonies, would not only be 
attended with absolute safety, in so far as the 
union of the two islands is concerned, but would 
place the whole national structure upon a basis as 
solid and impregnable as the Rock of Gibraltar. 

England's objection, that a separate Legislature 
for Ireland would weaken the union between the 
two islands, and might excite apprehension in the 
public mind as to the permanency of the Govern- 
ment itself, which might be reasonable if no provis- 
ion was made for a continuation of the Legislative 
Union in some shape, is entirely removed by this 
Federal Imperial Plan. 

Another objection that England may have rea- 
sonably had to considering a repeal of the Legislar 
tive Union is, that no plan, so far as I know, has 
ever been formulated by the advocates of Home 
Rule, whereby Ireland could become semi-inde- 
pendent, and yet remain a party to Imperial au- 
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thority and responsibility. England may also claim 
that such a change would involve a loss of dignity 
to the present British Parliament, in its reduction 
of numbers and diminished influence both at home 
and abroad. But the continued union in a national 
sense removes this objection also ; as the Britannia 
Parliament would be the only one that would be 
recognized by the world, or known to it as the 
National Legislature of the Empire; while the 
Executive of this same Parliament, would be the 
only one with which the world would be brought 
into official contact. So that, although the num- 
bers of the British Parliament would be reduced 
in its domestic capacity — its dignity and numbers 
would be preserved in its imperial form, with valu- 
able acquisitions of both by colonial representation. 
One great permanant advantage to England, 
would be, that it would forever remove the odium 
resting upon her, of imposing bad government on 
Ireland and persecuting her people, and forever 
remove any reasonable cause of discontent or dis- 
loyalty. For while Ireland may never willingly 
submit to England's dictation, she might readily 
fall into line, upon a footing of equality, in a United 
Britannia Parliament. And if Ireland would not 
be loyal to England alone, she would be loyal to 
the Queen and to the Empire. Still another ad- 
vantage is in the economy of time, and a more 
economical division of labor. 
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The aggregate amount of time consumed by 
the various legislative bodies would be less than at 
present, as the English would not wait while the 
Irish bills were being passed, nor vice versa. 

How many trifling matters are brought before 
the British Parliament. Some of more insignifi- 
cance than are often disposed of by a jury of twelve 
men. What do five hundred English repre'senta- 
tives, whose time cannot be measured by an equiva- 
lent, care about fishing in Irish ponds? And of 
what importance to Ireland are the game laws of 
the English aristocracy ? 

These questions of minor importance, that do 
not concern perhaps twenty members of the House, 
and which are really beneath the dignity of Lords 
and Commons to notice, are as innumerable as they 
are insignificant. 

This plan would enable both Parliaments to dis- 
charge their local duties simultaneously, and leave a 
much larger aggregate amount of time for the con- 
sideration of those national questions which, from 
their merit and interest, demand their attention. 

As this work may, perchance, fall into the hands 
of some who have not read Mr. Gladstone's article 
in the North American Review^ and in order to 
make plain an important item in the numerous ad- 
vantages gained by this proposed change, I will 
give the reader so much of it as may serve the 
purpose. 
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** But, while America has a nearly homogeneous country, 
and an admirable division of political labor between the 
States individually and the Federal Government, we are, in 
public affairs an overcharged and overweighted people. 
We have undertaken the cares of empire upon a scale and 
diversity unexampled in history ; and, as it has not yet pleased 
Providence to endow us with brain force and animal strength 
in an equally abnormal proportion, the consequence is that 
we perform the wprk of government, as to many among its 
more important departments, in a very superficial and slov- 
enly manner, 

" The affairs of the three associated kingdoms, with their 
great diversities of law, interest, and circumstance, make the 
government of them, even if they stood alone, a business 
more voluminous, so to speak, than that of any other 
33,000,000 civilized men. To lighten the cares of the cen- 
tral Legislature by judicious devolution, it is probable that 
much might be done ; but nothing is done, or even attempted 
to be done. The greater colonies have happily attained to a 
virtual self-government ; yet the aggregate mass of business 
connected with our colonial possessions continues to be very 
large. The Indian Empire is of itself a charge so vast, and 
demanding so much thought and care, that, if it were the 
sole transmarine appendage to the crown, it would amply tax 
the best ordinary stock of human energies. 

" Notoriously, it obtains from the Parliament only a small 
fraction of the attention it deserves. Questions affecting in- 
dividuals, or small interests^ or classes, excite here a greater 
interest, and occupy a larger share of time than perhaps in 

any other community. 

• •.•... . 

** All my life long I have seen this excess of work as com- 
pared with the power to do it. 



no VICTORIA BRITANNIA: OR, 

" It may be hoped, but it cannot be predicted, that the mis- 
chief will be encountered and subdued at the point where it 
will have become sensibly troublesome, but will not have 
grown to be irremediable.** 

Is it not obvious that this plan of separate Le- 
gislatures for England and Ireland would materially 
reduce the amount of labor ; both performing their 
own particular work on their own ground ; and 
the remark, " The greater colonies have happily at- 
tained a virtual self-government," in the sense — 
that it is a relief to England, because of an almost 
.mpossible ability to longer manage so much of 
colonial affairs, would also be applicable to Ireland ; 
but in addition to the legislative division of labor, 
there would be an executive for the domestic affairs 
of each island ; and while the benefit of this to both 
could hardly be measured, the benefit to the Em- 
pire of having a distinct executive from either, 
would be entirely incalculable. 

The relief to the Imperial Executive by these 
two subordinate ones, would enable the great affairs 
of State to be settled from a higher standpoint 
than a local one. The interests and destiny of the 
Empire should not be left wholly to the mercies 
and eventualities of office, obtained by changes in 
local politics : and in consequence of being relieved 
from the pressure of a thousand comparatively un- 
important matters, which could as well be per- 
formed by others in the local cabinets, her Majesty's 
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chief advisers would be free to devote that care and 
thought to great national questions which their 
magnitude demand ; it would be found even then, 
that there would be ample work for all the distinct 
executive departments in their different spheres. 
At present, it would be impossible for all the great 
questions that have to pass in review before the 
British Cabinet to receive a very close examination 
or very mature deliberation, no matter how ener- 
getic or skillful the administration. 

In addition to all this, the Britannia Cabinet in 
its councils, would, by virtue of colonial represen- 
tation, have the advantage of the youth, vigor and 
wisdom of the colonies ; for, of course, this cabinet 
would in some shape represent all the various in- 
terests and peoples of the near and the far, the Old 
and the New Empire. Altogether, the cares and 
burdens of state assumed by England would be 
very much lightened ; there would be a more equi- 
table distribution of power and labor both in the 
legislative and in the executive ; and the interests 
of the public would in every way be better served. 

Of course there are many minor details, touching 
upon such questions as the relative position of a local 
cabinet Minister to the Imperial Parliament ; the 
methods by which the sub-administrations should 
be constructed, whether by command of her Majesty 
or by a second person ; but while these cannot be 
any hindrances, being in themselves comparatively 
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trifling, yet it is useless to elaborate details at this 
early stage of the matter. As to the Imperial 
Parliament itself as well as the Cabinet, both would 
necessarily have to be modified by wisdom, time 
and necessity. 

Having gone over as briefly as I could, the 
question of Irish Semi-independence in its practical 
bearings, let us look at it from its moral aspect. 

Is it not likely this change would conduce to* 
ward contentment in Ireland ; elevate the national 
character, and contribute in some degree to infuse 
new life and energy into the masses of the Irish 
people ? And could not the English Government 
well afford to concede this, so long as it did not 
conflict with the integral relations now existing be- 
tween England and Ireland, and in no way affected 
the present status of the Empire, either to offend 
its dignity or endanger its safety ? 

If the English people will only show a disposi 
tion to bring about a real lasting genuine recon- 
ciliation, I am sure the large-hearted generous Irish 
will meet their English brethren in a kindred spirit ; 
thus can perfect liberty be secured for Ireland, per- 
fect safety for England and an equitable distribu- 
tion of power for both — a complete separation in 
local interests, and yet a perfect union in interests 
that are identical. 

Admitting that Englaad has done much during 
the past fifty years, and still more during the last 
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half of that time, towards granting Ireland much 
more liberty than she ever before enjoyed under 
British rule, and certainly more than she ever en- 
joyed under the yoke of her own self-imposed des- 
potisms ; and while it may be said by some, that 
the Irish people as a whole have not done so much 
as the English to elevate themselves to a higher 
standard of civilization and prosperity, yet that is 
no reason why England should not now do her ut- 
most to give to Ireland that liberty and freedom, 
which may materially assist her to rise to equal 
rank and station with England, or with the most 
favored parts of the Empire. 

Correct the fatal error of only considering Ire- 
land as it is, instead of as it can be. Base the 
government not on her past condition, but on her 
future possibilities. 

In asking these advantages for Ireland, I do 
not pander to the low instincts of a class of turbu- 
lent and unceasing agitators and cotnmunistic con- 
spirators, to be found, it seems nowadays, in every 
country ; and while I have no sympathy with that 
revolutionary spirit against all law and government 
which ever and' anon crops out here and there, yet 
in deference to a deserving class — to the Good and 
the True — to those who should not be needlessly 
humiliated — ^"to the patient Irish and thie Irish 
patriot — may we not in this matter let the light of 
true English nobilitv shine across the Channel, till 

8 
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Ireland is lit up with happy faces, cheerful homes 
and prosperous lives ? 

Now as to the legislative union between Eng- 
land and Ireland for more than three quarters of a 
century, judging from results, it cannot be called 
flattering to England. If the government had been 
good, the results would be better. And even if the 
government has met with the approbation of a 
minority in Ireland, the fact that half the nation is 
to-day on the soil of a foreign state and within the 
jurisdiction of another Government, is a showing 
which could not justify any form of government. 
Has there ever been its parallel in the history of 
nations ? Then what a difference of opinion and 
feeling actuates that half of the Irish race, which 
in a generation or two has been transplanted to 
the United States, and that half still under British 
jurisdiction ; the former has the willing hand and 
heart, the latter only so much as is forced by the 
hard lot of necessity. Shall unequal legislation, the 
unequal opportunities of the people in the two 
islands, or whatever it is that is so productive of 
Irish grievances, forever remain the standing, in- 
terminable, irremediable condition of Ireland ? 

Shall each succeeding generation, with the never 
falling certainty of the seasons, only rise up to offer 
an unwilling obedience and allegiance, and at one 
and the same time, both love and loathe their coun- 
try, and the name by which they are known ? Is 
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this social discontent to be the staple of Irish life ? 
This political agitation to be the standard of Irish 
politics ? Shall the old, old story of her wrongs be 
forever engraven in song? Shall an ocean of ink 
forever blacken the columns of the press with their 
woes, side by side with the ancient story of English 
liberty and the glories of the British Constitution ? 

Shall Ireland, whose blood has freely flowed in 
the English service, herself be longer considered a 
conquered province? Shall not the battle fields 
upon which they have so well acted the part of men 
that were to " do or die " cancel the past ? And 
shall not their resoluteness, their sacrifices, and 
their world renowned love of country, entitle them 
this day to equally share with England her pros- 
perity, her respect and her glory ? 

In justice to Ireland, and without any disparage- 
ment to Canada, is it not pertinent to ask, — Why 
should England be so careful not to offend the dig- 
nity of Canada, and yet treat its parent country 
with scorn, ignominy and insult ? Why tolerate an 
agitation for independence in Canada, and deny 
the common rights of man to Ireland ? Why this 
over anxiety to fetter one in the chains of perpetual 
servitude, and over indifference as to snapping 
asunder the golden fibre of the other ? They at • 
present both occupy an equally important place in 
the Empire, and both will be equally needed in the 
future, to give the Empire its aggregate glory and 
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splendor. The folly of these extremes must inevi- 
tably result in a harvest of disappointment, humility 
and ruin. These are questions for England, with a 
Parliament of six hundred and fifty members, of 
which one hundred and five are from Ireland to 
answer. 



" Weep on, if weeping is thy lot ; 
Toil on, if toiling is thy share ;" 
Thou* It rise and shine, whether thy blot. 
To plead and pray is not to dare, 

" The bitter tears that thou dost shed, 
Like seeds beneath the vernal rain 
When nurtured in their lowly bed, 
Will rise in budding hopes again." 

In considering the status of the Irish people, it 
becomes us to look at this subject from a much 
broader field of view than is presented to the eye 
from their local circumstances and condition. We 
should consider they are now rapidly becoming a 
leading element in colonial life, socially and politi- 
cally, and are also fast becoming amalgamated with 
the Anglo-Saxon family in Great Britain itself; 
they can hardly be any longer considered a distinct 
or separate nationality. They will act in an in- 
creasing ratio upon the future stage of politics in 
every part of the Empire; the idea therefore of 
treating or considering them in any sense as aliens 
from the ** Commonwealth of England," should 
be forever banished from the English mind. 
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Ireland is a nation of extremes, and looking at 
the Irish character in its aboriginal condition, so to 
speak, perhaps they have not much to recommend 
them to the consideration of the world. Neverthe- 
less Ireland can claim some of the most illustrious 
names in history, and those nations which have a 
large Celtic element are to-day the nations that al- 
most rule the world ; and that one which succeeds 
most in obtaining and utilizing aright a people with 
such varied and useful traits in their character, will 
bid fair to be permanently the predominant nation 
of the world ; and we might as well recognize the 
passing fact, that Ireland will and must rise, whether 
it is in the United States, in the British colonies or in 
Ireland herself. It is for the controlling element in 
British politics to decide whether it shall be under 
British jurisdiction or under a foreign government. 

Considering therefore that Ireland forms so con- 
spicuous a part of the Empire, and that it is to 
Ireland the Queen's Government must to a great 
extent look for the settlement of a truly loyal and 
noble race in the colonies, and to Ireland's posterity 
for that national conservatism which must uphold 
the integrity of the Empire, surely with these facts 
before us, if we should celebrate the Reign of the 
Queen by any political movement, Ireland may 
well lay claim to partake largely in its benefits. 

Surely the time has come in this enlightened 
Nineteenth Century, when the union between 
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English Parliament that there could be no dispo- 
sition to agitate for a separate Legislature, or even 
to desire a change ; further that Scotland being a 
part of the mainland of Great Britain and their 
interests being so interwoven with England's that a 
separate parliament could not in any way benefit 
Scotland. 

I have however discovered, and I confess some- 
what to my surprise, that the Scotch sentiment is 
not entirely free from a desire for local govern- 
ment, that is to say, there would, in the case of the 
inauguration of political changes of a character 
similar to those that are here proposed, be a watch- 
ful eye on the interests and independent action of 
Scotland, and that, from the view that it was a dis- 
tinct nationality from the English. 

The plans proposed in this work would naturally 
open a door wide enough to admit of a local Scotch 
Parliament. 

But it is impossible for me to attempt the dis- 
cussion of a question I have not more maturely 
considered ; and I should not have gone so far as 
to mention it if the subject had not been brought 
to my notice. 

The question of A UNIFORM NATIONALITY is 
of so much national consequence that I cannot call 
it second in importance to a separate legislature 
for Ireland, and hardly, if at all, second in import- 



CELEBRATE THE REIGN. 121 

ance to colonial representation itself. The matter 
of a uniform nationality for the people of the four 
kingdoms and the British colonies cannot but ap- 
peal to the minds of men, as reasonable, desirable 
and as I believe essential. 

The sooner dividing lines of distance, language, 
nationality or any thing else that tends to impede 
the national character, is utterly discarded as a relic 
of feudal times, the sooner will the British Empire 
rise to that high place as a nation to whith Provi- 
dence and nature has assigned her. While this 
idea of a uniform nationality has been upon my 
thoughts for some years, as a measure which might 
be made to serve as one of the strongest bulwarks 
in the composition of the Empire, it was only very 
recently, I was surprised to find the sentiment of 
my own mind and judgment, exactly as I should 
have tried to convey it, in Washington's Farewell 
Address to his Countrymen. It is in language 
brief and forcible. I give it to the reader in his 
own words. 

"The unity of government which constitutes 
you one people, is also now dear to you. 

" It is justly so ; for it is a main pillar in the 

edifice of your real independence It 

is of infinite moment that you should properly es- 
timate the immense value of your national union to 
your collective and individual happiness ; that you 
should cherish a cordial, habitual and immovable 
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attachment to it ; accustoming yourselves to think 
and speak of it as a palladium of your political safety 
and prosperity ; watching for its preservation with 
jealous anxiety; discountenancing whatever may 
suggest even a suspicion that it can, in any event, 
be abandoned ; and indignantly frowning upon the 
first dawjiing of every attempt to alienate any por- 
tion of our country from the rest, or to enfeeble the 
sacred ties which now link together the various parts. 

" For this you have every inducement of sym- 
pathy and interest. Citizens by birth or choice of 
a common country, that country has a right to 
concentrate your affections. 

^^The name of American, which belongs to you 
in your national capacity, must always exalt the just 
pride of patriotism, more than any appellation de- 
rived from local discrimination^ 

Perhaps nothing has contributed in a greater 
degree to exalt the Republic of America, and give 
character and dignity to its citizens, than this well 
made provision for a uniform nationality. And 
while to-day there are forty-five or forty-six mil- 
lions who can stand up in the full consciousness of 
their manhood, and say they are American citizens, 
there are only half that number who can claim a 
strictly English nationality. And to attempt to 
cover the question by calling the people of the 
Empire British Subjects, is at best a very imper- 
fect definition or designation of their nationality. 
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If the people of the four kingdoms could con- 
sistently call themselves English, that would produce 
a uniformity sufficient to attempt the extension of 
the same, as a national name, to other and even all 
parts of the Empire ; but the people, neither in 
Ireland nor in Scotland nor even in Wales, show 
very much disposition to be entirely Anglicized; 
and there is still less reason for the Colonists, chiefly 
of the same parentage, to assimilate to an English 
nationality. The Colonists, loyal as they are, would 
not take kindly to the idea of merging their na- 
tionality wholly into that of England proper ; and 
to attempt the same with the three kingdoms not 
English, would be impracticable and unreasonable. 

The Colonists, the Irish and the Scotch alike, 
acknowledge their allegiance only to the Queen 
and the British Government ; and acknowledge 
only their respective countries as part of the 
British Empire. This is as far as any of these 
countries separately or all collectively will ever go. 
That is to say, should there ever be a certain 
nationality by which all the various parts would be 
designated, it could not be English, it must of ne- 
cessity be British in some shape or other. 

It has seemed to me that the people in every 
part of the Empire might, with a large degree of 
comfort and profit, assume the name oi Britannians ; 
the name of Britannia at the same time serving to 
cover every part of the British Empire. This is so 
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now virtually, of course, but in a somewhat awkward 
shape, ahnost amounting to deformity. So that 
Lord Dufierin, for want of a more correct name, in 
his farewell address in Canada, says, ** I have be- 
sought you to be faithful to your native land and 
to estimate at its proper value your birthright as 
Englishmen^ Now that was the best his Lordship 
could do. And who at the present time could do 
better ? But how can a Canadian be possessed of 
an English birthright? This name of Britannia 
which I have suggested, if made the official and 
legal title both of country and people, and intro- 
duced into household usage, would soon promote a 
bond of union and a homogeneousness never before 
attained. 

So, that which could never be accomplished by 
any attempt at Anglicizing can be successfully 
brought about by England centering the common 
bond of union in that which is not strictly English- 
Perhaps there is no other title that would be as 
suitable or that would be more acceptable to the 
people of every part of the Empire. 

The name of Britannia is familiar and honora- 
ble, and is so scientifically and linguistically correct 
that it is a wonder such a useful name should so 
long have lain dormant — or at most only used in 
poetry and sentiment. 

Of course every nationality and colony would 
more or less preserve their distinctive characteristics 
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and individuality ; but in their intercourse with the 
world such a change would be productive of useful 
results in the small affairs of life, and would be dig- 
nified in the great affairs of State. George Wash- 
ington refers to the "just pride " the American peo- 
ple may feel in adopting one and the same national 
title for the people of all the States ; but there is 
more than sentiment embodied in this idea. The 
advantages are great and numerous — both in our 
individual capacity and from a national standpoint. 

Taking the four kingdoms from which to hail, 
there are times, and places and circumstances 
under which it is not always agreeable or politic to 
state just exactly the particular subdivisions of the 
Empire to which we may belong. It is not always 
even pleasant to be compelled to say you are Eng- 
lish ; for, I am sorry to say, by their own injudicious 
conduct the English do not always stand, highest 
in public esteem ; and if they could be presented 
oftentimes in a somewhat mixed character, some- 
thing to relieve the very English, it would really be 
a great blessing to many an Englishman in every 
country outsicje of England. 

The Irish might be none the worse for partaking 
in their national character somewhat of the English 
— for while they often do not love the English any 
too well, yet they no doubt often feel they are fully 
as national in their name and character as is con- 
venient. 
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As for the Scotch, so far as my experience goes, 
I can say this much for the Scotch in America, they 
are not, nor have they any reason to be, ashamed of 
their beloved Scotland, or themselves ; and in their 
national capacity they pass as sterling, where both 
English and Irish fail to do so. I have no reason to 
prejudicially over-estimate the Scotch character. I 
judge of it on its own merits, and it is such as to 
commend itself to the respect of the world. And 
I confess the same benefits probably would not 
be reaped by Scotland, or at any rate not in so large 
a degree as to either England or Ireland, from this 
proposed uniform nationality. But for the general 
good and to help forward a grand national move- 
ment, Scotland would no doubt indorse a scheme 
that did not conflict with their history, their liberty, 
their name or their fame. 

While there are obvious reasons why such a 
change would tend to exalt the Irish character, 
there are reasons why the English character might 
be benefited also. Both are capable of improve- 
ment and the history of neither during the last 
century could be repeated in the next. Then again 
England has to assume most of the blame for that 
for which the four kingdoms are responsible. In the 
United States, England alone gets all the scolding 
from the school primer to the Fourth of July Ora- 
tion. And has she not at some time or other se- 
cured the ill will of every country in Europe. 
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England alone bears the taunts incident to all the 
charges against the government of mismanagement, 
tyranny or persecution. Nobody ever charges 
Ireland or Scotland with any of these things. And 
while we may delight in the sentiment — " Old Eng- 
land, with all thy faults I love thee still," yet there 
is no doubt but England could find refuge from 
future attack of tongue and pen, by merging her- 
self into the Great Britannian nationality. 

It is not always agreeable to the sensitive ears 
of Irish and Scotch men, nor is it flattering to their 
national pride, to read and hear so much about Eng- 
land and the English, when British would be the only 
correct term ; nor is it in good taste to so frequently, 
almost exclusively, make use of such remarks as — 
**The English Government,** " England*s navy,** 
** England will declare war ** — Ireland and Scotland 
have equal claim to honor and have equal right to be 
named ; not to do so, is to ignore those countries, 
and is discourteous, offensive and unjust ; and the 
dropping of so much particular English, would no 
doubt be quite acceptable to the other three king- 
doms. I presume I have in this work fallen into 
the error to which I have alluded, but it is from the 
force of habit, and I beg pardon for so doing. 

Under the names of Britannia and Britannians, 
the Irish, Scotch, English and Colonist alike, would 
in their dialects and habits of thought and life, gravi- 
tate towards a common standard ; and that standard 
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which would be the highest and best, would soon 
rise to the surface. 

Very much inconvenience must necessarily and 
constantly be experienced by millions 6f British 
subjects, in having no name by which they can 
suitably designate their nationality — this is espe- 
cially so when in foreign countries. The phrase 
** British subject *' has served its purpose, and the 
time has fully come when the larger half of the nation 
would willingly and thankfully accept of a nation- 
ality that would place them in this respect • upon 
an equal footing with the rest of mankind. 

I do not hesitate to say, the standard of English 
character itself would be heightened by this change. 
Englishmen are of course proud of their nationality, 
and very justly so ; for what country in the world 
can boast of men more true, more learned or more 
noble ; and what country has been so prolific of 
illustrious men as England. At the same time, no 
one can deny that there is much of conceit mixed 
with our reasonable pride and love of country. 

A just estimate of the esteem in which English 
born people are held by the world at large, must 
be founded upon facts, and not upon national as- 
surance or assumption. I believe the English is 
oftentimes considered any thing but a perfect char- 
acter. His national failing of grumbling at every 
thing and every body — even the ** mile stones being 
too far apart " to suit his highness — makes him often 
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a not over agreeable companion. An author before 
mentioned has the following mild sarcasm — " For 
in what part of the world has an Englishman been 
found who has not carried with him a good many 
testimonials that John Bull was his father." Surely, 
out of regard to the natural sensibilities of the other 
nationalities of the Empire, and out of respect to 
the English name we should be less free to invite 
other races to accept of a nationality which can 
never be their own ; and as the leading section of a 
great Empire, England can afford to be modest 
and magnanimous enough neither to lay claim to 
priority or superiority. I cannot leave this point 
in so incomplete a state as to omit Byron's cele- 
brated epigram. 

" The world is a bundle of hay. 

Mankind are the asses who pull ; 
Each tugs in a different way 
And the greatest of all is John Bull." 

As the Angle, Saxon and Norman are now 
merged into the English, so should the English, 
Irish and Scotch and their posterity in every part 
of the Empire, be merged into the British. At 
present we are of so many nationalities, and natives 
j of so many places, that one hardly knows what he 
; is himself. • 

My proposition therefore, is that all the differ- 
ent nationalities of the Empire and the colonies 

9 
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shall be enfranchised by acts of the various legisla- 
tures and confirmed by royal proclamation — that 
the name of the Empire be Britannia and the peo- 
ple BritannianSy and only to be known as such in 
our national capacity ; so that whatever subdivis- 
ions of national character there may exist among 
ourselves — ^whether Norman, Saxon, Celt or Colo- 
nist, we should be known only to the world as 
Britannians or citizens of Britannia. And neither 
geographical divisions nor an accidental birth-place 
should ever be barriers to a common nationality 
and brotherhood. 

Forty-six millions of Britannians, are we, 
Though scattered the world over — still Britons we'll be ; 
For Britannia, we love thee, we*ll heed no alarms. 
Thou hast prairies and forests and orchards and farms. 

Forty-six millions of Britannians — ^what cheer ! 
Who know neither cowardice, danger nor fear ; 
Our ships and our sailors are kings of the wave, 
Britannia the world over's the home of the brave. 

Forty-six millions of Britannians we stand — 
In England and Scotland and far distant land— 
To .shoulder the musket, to fight for the Crown, 
Britannia's our country, she'll never go down. 
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Forty-six millions of Britannians will make 
Tyranny tremble, when forty-six millions in council assemble ; 
Hurrah I for the Queen, the navy, and true British steel. 
Hurrah ! for Britannia from top-sail to keel. 

We're forty-six millions of Britannians — all told — 
; Each soul is immortal, and cannot be valued at forty-six millions 
in gold. 
What will ye do— ye rich, ye noble, ye chivalrous, brave. 
The dying, the hungry, the perishing Briton to save? 

It has been already hinted in the suggestion of 
the name " Britain Minor House of Commons," 
that it would be proposed to change the name of 
Ireland to Britain Minor. 

This change may appear to some to be needless, 
and may be objected to by others. The name of 
the island has already been changed more than 
once, as have also the names of England and 
Great Britain — indeed the names of all the coun- 
tries of the world have undergone change more or 
less, according to the age, circumstances, and the 
races inhabiting them. The name of Britain Minor 
would harmonize with Britannia, as that would make 
both the Mother Islands Britain proper ; for Britan- / 
nia at large would, and does now, as much pertain 
or belong to Ireland as to England. 

Ireland by a political union is annexed to Eng- 
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land and is regarded as a continuation of that coun- 
try. As a part of the British Empire it forms no 
inconsiderable portion. The interests and govern- 
ment of England and Ireland are supposed to be 
identical ; yet it is a fact that there exists a more 
perceptible line of demarkation between the English 
and the Irish, than there does between the Ameri- 
can native born and the American naturalized cit- 
izen* of Irish birth; while the next generation of 
Irish American become entirely assimilated to the 
American character and engrafted into the common 
American stock. 

It is a curious and philosophic study, how these 
elements that are native and that have been face to 
face for a thousand years refuse to assimilate, while 
in America elements that are foreign immediately 
lose every trace of distinctiveness and distinction. 
There are special causes assigned by England for 
these facts ; others of a different nature are assigned 
by Ireland. Each one throws the responsibility 
upon the other. There is too much truth in that 
which both claim ; but it is easy to trace one of the 
chief causes of the lack of this affinity and amalga- 
mation to the fact, that we are born and educated 
as two distinct nationalities instead of one, and in 
places bearing two distinct and different names in- 
stead of one. 

These distinctions are so positive in their charac- 
ter and so decisive in their influence, that I believe 
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a thousand years more, with the same names and 
similar conditions, would fail to produce any real 
bond of sympathy, any real identity of interest or 
any uniformity of national character ; while not more 
than twenty-five or fifty years, under the names of 
Great Britain and Britain Minor with one birthright 
claim for both, would suffice to work a revolution 
beyond our expectations. 

Much has already been done to achieve success 
in these particulars, but to attempt them under the 
names of England and Ireland, is to attempt to hold 
water in a sieve, or to build a monumental to^^r on 
a quicksand. 

May not inequalities in the relative standing of 
these two divisions of one country be fairly counted 
among the causes leading to such a long and unin- 
terrupted emigration from Ireland to other coun- 
tries? 

These changes would invite a long and un- 
interrupted intercourse of other countries with 
her, and would compel a more reciprocal rela- 
tion of the British Empire and the world towards 
her. 

Without however going into any further detailed 
opinion as to the moral, social, or political bearings 
of giving to Ireland the name of Britain Minor, I 
will sum it all up by saying that I believe it would 
be a very judicious and most salutary measure, and 
would help much to facilitate any other great 
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national movement having for its object the ame> 
lioration of Ireland. 

This measure is one which could only become 
law by the concurrence of public opinion in Ireland* 

If there should in the future, be a name as- 
signed to our scattered Empire that shall in some 
degree gather up its various parts into a more 
homogeneous shape, and if the one selected should 
be Britannia — the inference I draw is, that the 
title of the Queen of England would by that 
change be also somewhat modified. The present 
one though dear to English people, is awkward for 
all except the English themselves. While the 
" Queen of Great Britain and Ireland *' is the official 
title, it is seldom used in speech or press. England 
alone monopolizes the title bestowed upon Ire- 
land's, Scotland's, or Canada's Queen — and those 
who with some difficulty get at their nationality by 
their declaration of being British subjects, cannot 
any more conveniently get at the matter of who is 
their sovereign. 

At present, and indeed as I believe it is some- 
times used, it is necessary to say. The Queen of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
and of her colonies and dependencies thereof in 
Europe, Asia, Africa and America, Empress of In- 
dia ; and even in this enumeration I think Australia 
must be omitted. ** Queen of Britannia^' or " Queen 
of Britannia and Empress of India" would fully 
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cover the ground, and accord to every part of the 
Empire its just claim to equal participation in styl- 
ing their sovereign by the same name as the one 
assigned to their country, " Britannia." 

British citizenship for British people, one Queen, 
one title, and one country. 

I cannot forbear to give expression to a thought 
which has often occurred to me with respect to the 
British Navy. The British navy is naturally one 
of the glories of England, and if there should ever 
be a desire to carry it to a point beyond its present 
armament, who would say no? Let the British 
navy correspond to her Merchant Marine, her de- 
tached interests, and an ocean-divided Empire. I 
would go further and say, upon the British navy 
alone, as a public defence expend your energies, 
your revenue, and your national pride. The Brit- 
ish army has had its day, and done its work nobly 
and well, as the battle-fields of the world where 
British valor has been called into requisition, well 
enough attest ; and their deeds have passed into 
history and song. If there was no other encomium 
ever bestowed upon it than those matchless lines 
of Tennyson, it is enough to forever immortalize 
the heroism of the British Troopers. 

* * Cannon to right of them ; 
Cannon to left of them ; 
Cannon in front of them, 
Volley'd and thunder'd ; 
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Stormed at with shot and shell. 
Boldly they rode and well. 
Into the jaws of Death, 
Into the mouth of Hell 

Rode the six hundred. 
• • • • 

" When can their glory fade? 
O the wild charge they made ! 

All the world wonder'd. 
Honor the charge they made ! 
Honor the Light Brigade, 
Noble six hundred !" 

But England is no longer a military power, as 
that term is understood, nor does England set up 
any pretensions to rivalry or equality with the mil- 
itary establishments of the continent. This is not 
only nothing against England but every thing in 
her favor. The time has gone by when England 
needs an army at home ; and beyond that which 
is needed for garrison duty, and for active service 
In some few parts of the Empire, the Sovereign and 
Government may safely rely for the most part on 
the patriotism of the stalwart men of Britannia as 
the necessity for their services may arise. 

England and the colonies have now an efficient 
volunteer service, and in any great war in which 
Britannia may become involved, she would have to 
depend very much upon this invaluable arm of the 
service. A liberal government like England, can 
never do better than to throw as much individual 
responsibility on the citizen as possible. The less 
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so-called military protection the Government gives 
to the people, the more protection will the people 
give to the Government. Every man will feel he 
has a duty to perform ; and in this spirit he will 
make the best citizen and the best soldier. 

Go on then, ye true Britons and enroll yourselves 
under the colors of your country, in this most hon- 
orable of all methods ever adopted to defend your 
homes and firesides. While, however, the standing 
army will always have its own place, and its own 
work to do, would it not be well to consider a pro- 
ject for placing the British navy on a superior level 
to that which has hitherto been assigned to it ; and 
as a matter of precedence between the army and 
navy, should not the higher of the two offices, 
whether of honor or emolument, be bestowed upon 
the navy ? And should not a much larger propor- 
tion of the rank and wealth of England be encour- 
aged to enter its service ? 

I am aware there is a nominal equality of rank 
between the highest officers of the army and the 
navy, but in the aggregate, the higher honors and 
the larger expenditure falls to the lot of the army ; 
and as to the relative importance of the army and 
navy, the navy is conducted with a much greater 
regard to economy than the army. 

There can be no volunteer naval service or pri- 
vate enterprise in that direction, as there can be in 
the military ; and as there must necessarily be some 
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modes and means of defence, and as the army can 
to a very great extent be carried on without taxa- 
tion or government assistance, and as the navy can- 
not in any degree be so carried on, would it not be 
well more than ever, to make the navy the great 
national defence of the country? 

It would not be too much, in honor to the 
navy, that the highest offices in the realm, next to 
the Sovereign and the Prime Minister, with his 
colleagues as the head of the Civil Service, should 
be bestowed upon the British navy ; so that it may 
forever be held in the highest esteem by the world. 
And, until that time arrives when the "sword 
shall be turned into the ploughshare, and the spear 
into the pruning-hook," and when the condition of 
mankind will be so far changed that he will unmo- 
lested be enabled to follow peaceful pursuits, let 
the navy continue to be the glory of the British 
Empire, and be forever kept in the forerank of all 
the navies of the world. I doubt not but this 
thought will commend itself to the judgment and 
sentiment of the nation. 

The British man-of-war's man tossed amidst the waves, 
Majestic rides to battle. Her crew will conquer— 
Or spike theif guns and die in ocean graves. 

I have now spoken of the leading political or 
semi-political points, that have seemed to me to be 
of a fitting character to consider in connection with 
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SO desirable an object as the one contemplated in 
this book. I will now only add in this connection, 
that in addition to these political changes, there 
would necessarily have to be something of a more 
superficial nature, and at the same time something 
in which not only England but the whole Empire 
could participate. Perhaps nothing could be better 
suited to the purpose than a Great National Ex- 
position ; I would not say in this case, internation- 
al, although much could be said in favor of either 
plan. But it should be of that nature in which the 
far and the near parts of the Empire and the colo- 
nies, rather than foreign nations, should become not 
only interested, but the more active participants. 

Government encouragement should be given to 
all who by any possible means could visit England 
from all parts of the Empire. There is nothing 
that could conducemore to cement a bond of friend- 
ship, not only between England and the various 
colonies, but between the colonies themselves, than 
a mutual greeting in the British metropolis, the 
heart core of their common country, under such 
interesting auspices. No doubt under Government 
patronage, thousands of young men would avail 
themselves of such an opportunity — making the 
event of their visit to the mother country, and an 
opportunity to witness some of the national cere- 
monies in connection with the celebration, one of 
the leading features of their lives. 
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And while this department of the movement 
is one that would naturally appeal more to the 
feeling and sentiment of the nation, being only 
the tinsel in which the person is adorned ; yet it 
would operate as a suitable background to the im- 
posing spectacle presented to the world in a national 
union and reunion of hearts and hands in defence 
of our ancient prestige and liberties, and in a na- 
tional movement to transmit both to posterity. 

I would suggest here, that out of the earnings of 
this National Exposition, there might be a fund set 
apart to be called something like, " The Britannia 
Settlement Fund," for the purpose of enabling the 
poor of Great Britain and Ireland to settle in dis- 
tant parts of the Empire. It has seemed to me 
that these movements — social, political and nation- 
al, would be an harmonious blending together of 
the varied interests of the Empire ; and are worthy 
to be considered as measures for the celebration of 
the Reign of the Queen of England. 

Is there a British heart so cold and so dead as 
not to wish for a national jubilee that should honor 
our Queen, send rejoicings through the Empire, 
and offer praise to the God of Nations ? 

There is one other topic chiefly of a social char- 
acter which I must mention. 

Should there not be a NATIONAL Day or 
Holiday set apart to commemorate the Reign 
of Queen Victoria, together with any political 
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changes that may originate during her reign? One 
which should serve as a day of rejoicing for British 
,, Unity and freedom ; a day which should mark the 
era in our history when the nation took a decided 
stand in favor of a consolidated government and 
nationality. If this should be deferred till all these 
changes which have been alluded to are entirely ac- 
complished and perfected, then, probably no one 
now living will see the dawn of such an event. 

But why not mark the era at its commencement 
instead of its close? And thus look forward to 
every year as it rolls round to bring some new ad- 
dition to this happy British unity — a day on which 
the thoughts of British freedom and nationality 
would inspire us to a deeper love of our own coun- 
try and a higher appreciation of the blessings that 
we enjoy under our own government. Such a day 
might be called "Britannia Day," or "Victoria 
Britannia " Day, as the public taste might dictate. 
And possibly the choice of a season for this na- 
tional festivity might fall to the birthday of the 
present Sovereign. 

The observance of a national holiday in every 
part of the British Dominions at the same time and 
for the same objects would certainly be productive 
of good results, and would be hailed with delight 
by all the sons of toil in every part of the world 
covered by the British ensign. The Queen's birth- 
day is now kept in most places, and it only remains 
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to affix to the day a national name which shall sig- 
nify, or incorporate with it, the idea of British unity 
and liberty and of perpetuating the same to ac- 
complish this result. I will therefore presume to 
propose that the twenty-fourth of May shall be set 
apart as an annual holiday throughout the British 
Dominions, and be forever kept in honor of the 
Reign of Queen Victoria, and as an emblem of 
loyalty to British institutions. 

What more charming time of the year could 
there be for such a purpose than in the month 
of May ! 

When Nature smiles, and the fields in beauty clad 
Adorn the land with verdure and make the saddest glad ; 
When dark cold winter's gone and joyous spring appears 
With flowers, and heaven's sunshine that lengthens out our years. 

In charming May, that royal day our Queen was bom 
We'll rally round our flag, and treat disloyalty with scorn ; 
This day we'll hallow. From s^e to age in story — 
Victoria and Union I shall be Britannia's glory. 

In Britain Major, and Minor, in Barbados and Polar lands. 
On Eastern rivers, or India's plains, or Afric's golden sands — 
If England's there,— No half-mast flag, no muffled drum 
Shall on that day be heard ; Britannia'll speak in every tongue ! 

For thee, old England, there must be parting as well as meeting. 
But on this day thou'lt span the earth with English greeting ; 
O distance wide ! O ocean deep ! O thoughts of Fatherland ! 
** One Country's " our watchword I A foe alone would break this 
band. 
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I will now briefly review some of the chief 
features of this projected movement, together with 
some reasons why they should be considered at the 
present time. 

As England looks across the channel to the 
continent of Europe, is it not plain to every ob- 
server of political events as they pass in panoramic 
succession before our notice, that the time is at 
hand when a conservative consolidation of British 
interests becomes absolutely necessary to the dig- 
nity, the prosperity and the safety of the Em- 
pire? 

What do we see in continental Europe to-day? 
All the nations bristling with bayonets and the art 
of war the staple industry of every one. Not a 
nation in Europe can be said to be in sympathy 
with English policy, ideas or progress. We see 
mysterious alliances of powerful Empires, and the 
average intelligence of England cannot fathom 
their depth or decipher their intricate bearings on 
British affairs. England stands isolated ; and with 
superhuman effort is trying to cope with ambition, 
aggression and imperial combination — not knowing 
to-day what may transpire to-morrow. 

When will England place herself above and 
beyond the contingencies of European politics? 
When will she occupy a position in which she will 
not be affected by the never-ending changes in the 
map of Europe or the caprice of despotic Govern- 
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ments? Nevefj until she clearly and openly and 
unmistakably outlines and defines her own policy 
to the world and places herself in a position to 
sternly and resolutely enforce that policy at all 
costs ; not depending upon foreign assistance and 
uncertain armies, but depending alone upon the 
spontaneous patriotism and courage of the British 
people. 

It is folly to set up pretensions we are not our- 
selves able to maintain, expecting others to uphold 
them for us ; but our just rights we should and will 
claim and should be able to defend. Whether the 
Empire is in the best possible cohesive and defen- 
sive condition at the present time, I need not dis- 
cuss ; when the time comes it will be men more 
than cannon that will be needed. 

It is true, Lords Aberdeen and Palmerston 
found two staunch friends in Louis Napoleon and 
Victor Immanuel. While that was in some respects 
a fortunate alliance for England, it was for her, in 
others an inglorious campaign. 

If England had learned a useful lesson from the 
humiliating position she occupied at the close of 
the Crimean War ; if the national energies had been 
bent towards internal improvements, if emigration 
had not been neglected, if we had properly con- 
sidered the consolidation of our own interests and 
the utilization of our own power, we -should not now 
be divided with factious opposition on questions 
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that should long ago have been settled ; the sound 
of discordant notes would not be heard within a 
few hours of the British seat of government, nor 
would the safety of our Eastern possessions con- 
stantly demand our especial solicitude. On the 
contrary, we should have been the most populous, 
the most powerful and the most influential nation 
in the world. 

Constant borrowing from others that which we 
should ourselves possess should be beneath a great 
nation like England. And more — the British Em- 
pire should and can be strong enough to rise above 
the necessity of active participation in most of 
these strifes of Clan and Race. 

By substituting Britannico-European for An- 
glo-European relations, she would attain to that 
distinctive and exalted position which I believe 
would make her the silent arbiter of Europe. 

The present administration set a good example 
in economizing the resources of the Empire by the 
introduction into Europe of a portion of the Anglo- 
Indian army. In consideration of the sagacity and 
patriotism of the projectors and promoters of that 
movement, and in consideration of the service it 
rendered the country at the time, and the precedent 
that by it is established for the future, England 
can afford to overlook that which was feared by 
many good men, that such acts were unlawful and 
an infringement upon constitutional right. 

10 
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All technical objections should be forever swept 
away that interfere with the use of such substantial 
British resources, or that would partition off certain 
portions of the Empire to be used for certain pur- 
poses and in certain contingencies only ; and that 
would keep divided, interests that should be con- 
sidered as the common property of all and used 
for the good of all. 

In connection with " Colonial Representation ** 
and the " Inter-Britannic Parliament/* there is one 
point which has scarcely been touched upon and 
which should not be overlooked. Most of that 
which has been said refers to the colonies in their 
relationship to England only; but it must not be 
forgotten that there are also Growing Interests 
of an Intercolonial Character , and it should be the 
constant aim of the General Government to foster 
these relationships between the sister colonies; 
for with watchfulness and care they must mature 
into importance scarcely less than that which they 
already bear to England. 

How better can this object be attained than by 
bringing together representatives from all the colo- 
nies, in a Britannia Parliament? What other in- 
troduction of one colony to another would be so 
good ? How could inter-colonial interests be better 
served or more rapidly developed ? There is a cen- 
tral bond of union that goes out from the Sovereign 
to the colonies, but there is no central bond of 
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union, in council or assembly, that is returned from 
the colonies to the Sovereign. 

In addition to these great moral influences of a 
Britannia Parliament in their varied and interesting 
phases, there is a tangible and pecuniary interest 
attached to it. As an outlay of time and means, 
this Parliament would yield a larger interest as a 
Protective Measure thsin any similar investment ever 
before made by the British Government. Of course 
it cannot be expected that a sufficient number of 
representatives could be found in the colonies who 
could assume the whole pecuniary responsibility of 
performing this service, yet I do not know that 
this is the case ; but whether it is or not, it would 
be more just that the expenditure should, in part 
at least, be borne by the Imperial Government and 
its branches in those sections to be represented. 

Supposing there should be four hundred vrepre- 
sentatives from the colonies to the two houses of 
Parliament at an annual cost of ;£'75o, the whole out- 
lay would be but ;£" 300,000 — a nominal sum when 
compared to the gigantic interests involved and the 
enormous revenue of ;^8o,ooo,ooo in the United 
Kingdom alone, besides ;£"70,ooo,ooo more in other 
parts of the Empire. 

I believe that such a parliament would so 
strengthen the Government as to prevent very fre- 
quent, if not all future menace to the peace of the 
Empire, and that millions would thereby be saved 
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to the national treasury in the less frequent neces- 
sity for military expeditions and disbursements for 
purposes of a similar nature. 

With all deference to the judgment of others, 
it seems to me to hardly admit of a difference of 
opinion, that colonial representation would be a 
direct method of materially reducing the present 
vast expenditure of the Empire. A fair representa- 
tion of almost any of the colonies singly, could be 
carried on at a cost to the Government not greater 
than the single office of " Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 
land," which is ;£"2o,ooo annually. Surely the 
people of that island could be as well governed at 
a less cost. 

Another matter of vital importance to the com- 
mercial and political interests of England and the 
colonies, which would come within the scope of a 
Britannia Parliament, and which perhaps is next in 
importance to measures for the public safety, is a 
readjustment of the Import Duties and Revenue 
>Laws. At present they are undoubtedly very un- 
equal, a heavy balance of loss and I think, injustice, 
falling upon England. 

There certainly ought to be a perfectly unre- 
stricted freedom of trade and commerce between 
England and her colonies. There are so many 
diversified and equitable methods of collecting reve- 
nues for the purpose of Government expenditure, 
that to tax each other's manufactures, and the or- 
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dinary commodities of life produced by the sweat 
of the brow of Mother and Daughter, should cer- 
tainly have been the very last expedient. 

As the Union Jack and the flag of any other 
nation sails up some of the colonial harbors they 
may be considered all foreign alike, so far as any 
exclusive advantage to England is concerned, or 
even to the people of the colonies in the matter of 
obtaining cheap British productions. 

It is marvelous that such an anomaly should have 
ever originated, but that it should have grown to its 
present dimensions without a universal recognition 
of it^ pernicious effects is incomprehensible. It 
only needs a tax put upon Canada wheat for the 
English loaf, and another on the butter from the 
country dairies for the London market, to complete 
the absurdity. So long as this inconsistency is 
maintained as a system, so long will it work inju- 
riously to every British interest, impede consolida- 
tion, and be a standing menace to all present and 
future political union. Such a direct taxation of 
the industries of one and the same nation should 
be absolutely and forever abrogated. 

Have protection if you will, but instead of work- 
ing backwards towards the English Heptarchy, we 
should move forward in the direction of a free inter- 
course of trafle between every part of Her Majesty's 
dominions, and should regard any encroachments 
upon our rights to follow industrial pursuits, with 
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a no less jealous eye than we should regard any in- 
terference with our civil and religious liberties. 

Although this subject is one of exceeding im- 
portance, it is impossible to enlarge upon it within 
the small space designed for this work. I will only 
say that if the British Empire endures, trade and 
commerce between every part must be as free as 
" King James's Bible." 

The additional strength to the Empire from 
Colonial Representation, viewed in whichever way, 
whether numerically in itself or the population it 
represents, whether in noble manhood, loyal citizen 
or wisdom in council, it will be a gain, the vakie of 
which no one now living can compute. 

With respect to a Nationality it may be said 
that the United States is more uniformly English 
in many of its characteristics than is the British 
Nation ; while every interest concentrates at Wash- 
ington. Partition of States is broken down. She 
is America. 

The effect of desire, or method, on our part to 
EngUshize the Empire, must be to keep it sectional. 

The effect of yielding to a plan for a common 
nationality not designedly English, would be to 
promote indirectly and imperceptibly a growth of 
character more nearly approximate to the English. 

Build up these breaches in England's detached 
political condition, assimilate unnational traditional 
dissimilarities, and transform political discontent in 
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Ireland into elements of trusty friendship — and the 
British Empire becomes invulnerable. These are 
the only reliable forces that England will ever mar- 
shal in her defence or that will be successTul in 
finally extinguishing the political Vesuvius on our 
eastern borders. 

Great as would be the inauguration of this na- 
tionalization and consolidation of the Empire, and 
greater still in its ultimate results, we must not 
omit to remember that the British Empire would 
only then form one half of the Great Anglo-Saxon 
Race — and the question is, shall that half still 
remaining under British jurisdiction continue to 
remain so, and by mutual cooperation continue to 
develop towards a still more united, consolidated 
and ^mmetrical whole, or shall the British Empire 
divide into "half a dozen separate Empires," of 
which it is said England is engaged in laying the 
foundations. 

The United States hold with a firm grasp, per- 
haps, a full half of the whole Anglo-Saxon race, 
and there is no disposition but to continue in that 
union which is and will always be the key to their 
strength, happiness and prosperity. 

Now a standard which is not too high for the 
United States should not be considered out of Eng- 
lish reach. That which the United States is now 
engaged in, peopling a continent with Enghsh 
speaking people, is done with very little noise or 
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ostentation, and without the assistance of a titled 
aristocracy. We have every advantage except the 
one of " continuous Empire." Well — if success or 
defeat in the race for Empire — if consolidation or 
dissolution hinges upon the oceans lying between 
us, cannot we turn those seeming disadvantages to 
good account and secure therefrom a help instead 
of a hindrance? 

While the United States excels England, in 
her isolated condition, and in natural resources, 
there is nothing in all the world that England may 
not have in her consolidated Anglo-colonial capa- 
city. Whether it is the broad acres for farming, *the 
precious metals in the earth, whether it is in har- 
bors, rivers, or lakes, or even her advantageous 
geographical position, in having a coast washed on 
either side by an ocean and being central between 
Europe and Asia, there is nothing here but what 
this Empire of Britannia already possesses, with an 
equally charming variety of climate and employ- 
ments, adapted to every want and taste. 

The Lord has given to our beloved England an 
Empire, and if we will only act like men worthy of 
our ancestral traditions, we can " go up and pos- 
sess the land," the land now under the British Flag 
in the four quarters of the earth, and in which Lord 
Dufferin has added his testimony to tl>ere being 
peace and plenty for all. The following extract is 
from one of his farewells. 
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" In many of the wealthiest nations of Europe thousands 
can scarcely obtain their daily bread ; and, though Canada is 
by no means at present a nation of millionaires, there is not 
among us an agricultural homestead between the Atlantic 
and the Pacific where content and a rude plenty do not reign 
— and in a thousand localities the earth is bursting with the 
mineral wealth which only requires improved transportation 
to develop." 

Thus, the hard worked, poorly paid operatives 
of England, instead of spending their lives in the 
prison factories of Manchester, and the coal-dun- 
geons of New Castle, to earn the barest pittance 
with which to buy bread, they could in God*s own 
sunlight, under the open canopy of heaven, trans- 
form their servitude of poverty into the freedom 
of luxury ; and the chidren of the English and the 
Irish peasantry can become the "Lords of the 
Soil" in the colonies, and the future nobles in the 
outskirts of the British Empire. And you, pauper, 
of whom statistics say, you number a million, there 
is hope for you. There is work to be done. Will 
you do it? Industry is the key to all human hap- 
piness. 

" Let Man toil to win his living, 
Work is not a task to spurn ; 
Poor is gold of others* giving 
To the silver that we earn/* 

It is most fortunate that the successor of Lord 
Dufferin, even before leaving England, took up this 
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golden thread in favor of colonial emigration. Here 
is what His Excellency said to his constituents in 
the Inverary Court House. 

" Some years ago at a public meeting in Glasgow I took 
the opportunity to describe the wonders of the temptations 
offered by the Canadian government to men employed in 
agriculture here to settle in Manitoba ; and since that day, as 
before it, hundreds of happy homesteads have risen, and the 
energies of the Dominion have been directed toward the con- 
struction of railroads, which will make Manitoba considerably 
more accessible than is Inverary. Now let me again invite 
attention to this great province and to the vast territories be- 
yond. In Arg^leshire we have too few men, and we want 
more to settle with us ; but Canada is a formidable com- 
petitor even to this fair country, and in other places, in the 
towns of this land, there are plenty of men who would do 
well, if they can hold the plough, to follow the gallant exam- 
ple of their countrymen who have done glory to the old land 
in the forming of another great British nation ; and instead 
of an unhealthy city life take to the life-giving work of a set- 
tler in the agricultural regions of Western Canada, where 
they are likely to live longer and to be happier than is the lot 
of the great majority of mankind." 

Whether the present widespread distress in 
England is the result of a more extended competi- 
tion amongst commercial nations, is a question 
which I presume is well understood by all well-in- 
formed men ; but whether it is or not,, all honest 
effort for the control of commerce is legitimate, and 
success decides everything. I believe it would be 
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useless to expect more than temporary re-adjust- 
ment of English labor to anything like its enormous 
necessities. It is indeed to be hoped, that the pres- 
ent unprecedented depression in trade may not 
continue at the low ebb it has now reached ; but 
as a careful observer of events, I cannot but think 
the average disproportion between demand and 
supply will continue to increase. Manufactures 
and commerce are likely to more nearly equalize 
themselves between the most prominent nations, 
while the former demand for labor in England 
proper, will in all probability continue to speedily 
decline. 

The time will soon come, if indeed it is not now, 
when England will be called upon not only to grap- 
ple with those laws which govern trade and com- 
merce, but to penetrate with skill in statesmanship 
and prudence m philanthropy, the almost unfath- 
omable depths of English artificial life. 

To succeed in this, the feet of men must be 
placed where they can stand erect, their hands 
where they can help themselves, and where nature, 
in part at least, will bear them up against the con- 
tingencies of uncertain employment, and where 
advantageous geographical locations and more 
extended local surroundings will enable commerce 
to live in other and newer spheres, and yet withal 
under British control. In this way, hundreds of 
thousands of our thrifty countrymen, can be saved 
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as useful citizens to their country and sovereign, 
who would otherwise become unwilling recipients 
of charity at home or compulsory aliens abroad. 

Never before has such a grand opportunity been 
offered to English statesmen to meet boldy and 
wisely, the ** signs of the times " with national 
measures, at once Christian-like for the people, and 
conservative for the State. 

The way is open. For if nature has encircled 
England* with ocean. Providence has surrounded her 
with " terra firma ** beyond. And while the waters 
that roll between are never going to be divided for 
us, like the Jordan of old, that we may go over dry 
shod, yet if we are wise, and sacred to our trusts^ 
this Anglo-colonial scheme would create such a de- 
mand for labor, and I believe, commerce also, that 
the forests of New Brunswick would be transformed 
into ships — the steamers would be very railroads on 
the high seas ; and there would be found to be an 
inherent though undeveloped strength in the Em- 
pire far beyond our ordinary habit of thinking. So^ 
if we have not the advantage of continuous Empire, 
we may have advantages fully as valuable in being 
an Empire of subdivisions ; for does it not embrace 
many opportunities of a diversified character which 
no other country can ever offer. British endurance 
can cross a continent, or British valor an ocean. 
Thus the very disadvantages and difficulties may be 
made to serve as a stronger bond of union than if 
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they did not at all exist; and while every other 
nation is local, the British Empire will forever retain 
its one great distinctive feature — that it is an Em- 
pire dispersed over sea and land. 

There are five great powers in Europe, but Bri- 
tannia alone is a great power in all the five great 
divisions of the earth, and is the only European 
nation that has the power of unlimited expansion 
within her own limits. This fact properly appre- 
ciated and prudently managed should not only give 
the Government a preponderating influence in 
Europe, but ought to make universal the useful in- 
dustries among the people and make the Kingdom 
of Britannia preeminent among the nations for sub- 
stantial advancement and general happiness. 

To continue this reference to the colonies for a 
moment, and to show the high appreciation in 
which Lord Beaconsfield held the first Anglo- 
Colonial Empire in America, I just give a word of 
an extract from a speech in the House of Lords on 
his return from Berlin, to which allusion has already 
been made, and which may be taken in its proudest 
sense as bearing upon the principles of Colonial 
Empire generally. " England this day deplores 
the loss of the American colonies, but bad govern- 
ment lost them." That is they would be useful 
now in our trials; but alas, their faces are now 
turned whither their sympathies and interests lead 
them. They not only cannot be influenced in our 
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favor, but their national proclivities lead them in 
another direction. And if the theory of dissolution 
should be consummated, England would also have 
cause to deplore the loss of her present colonies, 
and would likewise be as unable to control their 
actions in the future. 

Now, while I am prepared to learn all useful 
lessons from the loss of the thirteen colonies, and 
am prepared to go as far as any man living, in giv- 
ing to the colonies the widest possible freedom, 
yet no disinterested benevolence, or zeal for the 
extension of liberty and self-government would 
carry me to a point where I would dismember the 
Empire. All my impulses would be to prevent 
such a disaster as the loss of the colonies, and a 
consequent dissolution of the whole British struct- 
ure. And while public opinion in high places has 
seemed to be drifting in that direction, I cannot 
consider it either wise or patriotic ; and I have no 
sympathy with the politico-philanthropic dreamers 
in some of the Reviews, who have been writing 
on this subject for the past two or three years. 

The address of the corporation of Ottawa to 
the Marquis of Lome on .his arrival in that Capital 
shows that the Canadians understand the full im- 
port of this union. The Mayor said : 

" We consider the appointment of Your Excellency not less 
a peculiar and distinguishing mark of Imperial favor than a 
striking evidence of national importance attached by the Home 
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Government to this country as a dependency of the British 
CroWn. Convinced that the power, prosperity and 

STABILITY OF THE EMPIRE DEPEND UPON UNION AND UPON 
THE LOYALTY AND PATRIOTIC DEVOTION OF ITS PEOPLE." 

9)C « ♦ 9it 

The reply of the Governor-General is a no less 
striking illustration of a thorough understanding 
of this subject, and appeals to the judgment of all 
conservative men. His Excellency said : 

*' It is with the greatest satisfaction that I accept your loyal 
address and hear in it those expressions of devotion to Her 
Majesty the Queen, which indicate the feelings which rise so 
truly in the hearts of every man, woman and child in Canada, 
and which do not only prove the natural impulse of all who 
enjoy the birthright of British citizens, but demonstrate the 
natural convictions of a people who, in the knowledge they 
have acquired of the political institutions of the world, cling 
with tenacity and firmness never to be shaken to the consti- 
tution which their fathers moulded and under which they ex- 
perience now the blessings of freedom and the tranquillity of 
order, beneath the sceptre of a gracious ruler whose throne is 
revered as the symbol of constitutional authority and whose 
person is honored as the representative of benignity and vir- 
tue. The attachment which binds the provinces of British 
North America to the flag has never been more strikingly 
shown than during the past year, and we know the readiness 
displayed to share the dangers and to partake of triumphs 
of the mother country is no fleeting incident, but a sure sign 

that THE PEOPLE OF THIS EMPIRE ARE DETERMINED TO 
SHOW THAT THEY VALUE AS A COMMON HERITAGE THE 
STRENGTH OF UNION, AND THE HONOR OF THE SOV- 
EREIGN WILL BE UPHELD WITH EQUAL LOYALTY BY HER 
SUBJECTS IN EVERY PART OF THE GLOBE." 
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The British Government and the New Domin- 
ion may well repose unshaken confidence in a' rep- 
resentative who rises to this lofty tone of national 
sentiment and shows such a knowledge of the re- 
quirements of his country. It has the ring of true 
metal ; and if every representative man could think 
as sensibly and speak as truly, not many years 
would elapse before we should achieve a substan- 
tial Representative Union of the British Empire. 

I do not bestow any eulogy upon the new Gov- 
ernor-General of Canada simply because he is the 
Marquis of Lome, for I honor no man's title, ex- 
cept in so far as is due to the courtesies of organ- 
ized society ; but because he is a national man, and 
is evidently interested in the welfare of his common 
country. May the mantle of the Governor-General- 
ship of Canada always fall upon the shoulders of 
men of like public spirit and appreciation of public 
affairs. The sentiment and the facts may be ac- 
cepted as the base of all British prosperity and per- 
manency. Nowhere in the British Empire are these 
subjects better appreciated and understood than in 
Canada. Those words of the Mayor of Ottawa are 
superlative as expressions representing the senti- 
ment of the Canadian people. England has reason 
to rejoice that Canada is ready to say with her, 

" Oh ! 'tis our country's voice, whose claim should meet 
An echo in the soul's most deep retreat." 

The following extract is from a lecture delivered 



CELEBRATE THE REIGN. l6l 

by Professor Goldwin Smith before the Cornell 
University, New York, Oct. 17, 1878. 

" Canada is a dependency of the British crown, but she is a 
community of the New World. She is a partner with you in 
the great experiment of equality. So deal with her, so bear 
yourselves toward her, if you can, both in this crisis of your 
commercial relations with her which is impending, and upon 
all occasions, that she may be faithful to the partnership, and 
that she may learn to look forward without dread to the day 
in which the last shadows of the Old World aristocracy and 
privilege shall depart from these shores and the New World 
be entirely and forever dedicated to humanity y 

Whatever these trammels may be, that are con- 
stantly referred to as being so injurious to human 
progress, and that weight down the prosperity of 
the fathers in the Old Countries, to such an extent 
that their children in the New, should seek at the 
earliest opportunity, and forever, to sever their 
political association with their Queen and Country ; 
it is impossible that such advice will make much 
headway with a people to whom the Queen has 
so recently given her Royal Daughter as a new 
bond of relationship between the Old and the New 
World. 

Oh England ! these colonies of yours are the 
buds on the British vine, destined to send forth 
over the earth as sweet a fragrance as ever perfumed 
England with her roses. And it is for England and 
for Canada to decide whether the one whose leaves 

n 
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have first opened, the richest and the choicest in 
the cluster, shall be the first to be plucked. 

But if I am mistaken, if the Canadian people and 
the colonists generally, are really looking forward 
to a freedom, so called, then are these changes, 
or the thought of them superfluous and void. 

And, if the English people are indifferent as to 
the future of their Empire, if the present is all that 
occupies their attention, if national pride and pa- 
triotism does not rise higher than a scramble for 
high office or party interests then I acknowledge I 
am mistaken in the national characteristics of my 
countrymen, and any of these proposed changes 
are needless. But the great peculiar trait of the 
English character is their love of that which is 
strong, lasting, and durable, with an abundant cau- 
tion to intrench themselves in this same defensory 
position. And while all may not be ready to 
endorse my plans, I doubt not but all will ac- 
knowledge the necessity of making due preparation 
for every national emergency. 

One thing is certain — one upon which every 
man I think will be agreed ; viz., that if any thing 
is needed out of the regular order of legislation, if 
under any circumstances the English people could 
be brought to step out of the old measured beaten 
track of the footprints of a thousand years, then 
the present is the most opportune of all oppor- 
tunities. 
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No such grand moment has ever been presented 
to the British Nation as the present one, and the 
opportunity probably will never repeat itself. It 
is a time when there is a universal and undying 
attachment to the person of the Sovereign, and 
more could be accomplished in these last precious 
years of the Queen's Reign than could have been 
accomplished at any preceding time of British his- 
tory, or than in all human probability could be 
accomplished at any time in the future. 

The Queen is a noble English woman. And I 
do not hesitate to say there is more charm and 
moral power in the name of England's queen to- 
day, than was ever possessed by the whole line of 
English kings from William of Norniandy to Wil- 
liam of Orange, or even to William the Fourth. 

In my time I have been very much among the 
Irish people, and however much they may de- 
nounce the British Government or the English 
people, in my whole life, I have never heard a word 
' spoken against the Queen of England. I only 
mention these seemingly trifling facts to show how 
comparatively easy it would be under such auspi- 
cious circumstances, to forward a great national, 
movement of this character. 

It were folly in English statesmen and might 
at a future time prove fatal, to assume now, that 
the popular sentiment can easily and indefinitely be 
controlled in favor of monarchy. 
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There is no denying the fact, whether for weal 
or 4>r woe, whether to advance or impede the lib- 
erty and progress of the world, that the tendency 
of the age is towards Republican institutions, and 
no man living can answer for the perpetuity of the 
Monarchy, even in England. 

The Queen, however, has it in her power to 
strengthen her throne by strengthening those 
bonds which unite together the throne and the 
people. 

That which has for its basis hard iron rule, 
harsh measures, and unnecessary severity, will not 
be long lived ; for 

" Britons never shall be slaves." 

There ought never to be any conflicting interests 
between Sovereign and People. The interests of 
the Sovereign can be best served by promoting the 
welfare and elevating the character of the subject ; 
and I believe the liberties of the people can never 
be better secured nor their interests be better pro- 
moted, than in an unswerving attachment to British 
institutions and the Monarchy. 

England has looked with admiration upon the 
example that has been set by the Princess Louise 
in turning away from the gay Capitals of Europe, 
from the fleeting pleasures of Court and Caste, for 
the more solid enjoyment of serving her country in 
a comparatively humble and simple sphere ; and of 
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leading the van in identifying and intermingling 
her life and lot with that of the " People." 

It now only remains for the Nobility of England 
to take up the National weighty question of the un- 
employed people themselves. Eden's woes were 
not more severe than to labor for bread, but in 
man's effort to escape the merciful penalty, how 
many are unable to obtain either. May the plough- 
share of England yet cut the unfurrowed acres of 
its own virgin lands, and transform the wilderness 
into places of beautiful habitation. 

The glory of England shpuld respond with mil- 
lions if needed for industrial pursuits as a national 
measure ; for like seed in the ground it will yield a 
harvest of prosperity to the people, social elevation 
to the respective communities of England and her 
colonies ; and with wisdom on the part of her rulers 
and legislators would give unlimited strength to the 
Government, and perpetual union to the Empire. 

He's a patriot 
Who in his country has a never-dying faith ; 
Who for his countrymen, an ever-living love. 

The uniform education of the people of the 
United States, their fair pecuniary circumstances 
individually, their enormous growth in manufactures 
and commerce, and their rapid development in pop- 
ulation, does not only challenge us in these particu- 
lars, whether socially, or from a national stand- 
point ; but it will, without proper precaution and 
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preparation, be a menace to monarchy itself; and 
an utter indifference to this subject by British 
statesmen, cannot fail to secure thei withdrawal of 
that respect which the British people have always 
accorded to monarchical institutions, as an agent in 
their general happiness and prosperity. 

Much of that which is the most imperfect in the 
United States, referred to elsewhere, and which is 
induced more by foreign than by native influences, 
will not be of unlimited duration. These seeming 
inconsistencies will in time, properly adjust and 
correct themselves ; and there is no apprehension 
in the United States that national errors will either 
become chronic or result in any disastrous calamity 
to the Republic. The American character is no 
less remarkable for its patience and moderation 
than it is for its education, enterprise and patriot- 
ism ; and in spite of lax legislation and a disposition 
to mercy in the enforcement of law, which is not 
always productive of good results, I believe the 
American character, as a whole, has attained the 
highest standard of excellence yet reached by any 
nation. ** Brave, noble, generous ; '* and any one 
fully acquainted with the subject can only regard 
the average American citizen, at least in some re- 
spects, as a step in advance of the average British 
subject. And if the United States, as has been 
predicted, becomes our successor, "she will make 
the acquisition by the right of the strongest and 
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best.** We can but admire the grand sentiment in 
William Cullen Bryant^s poem of " The Ages^' 

" Here the free spirit of mankind, at length, 
Throws its last fetters off ; and who shall place 

A limit to the giant's unchained strength, 
Or curb his swiftness in the forward race ? " 

I would say here, in reference to the allusion 
which has been made to the loss of the thirteen 
colonies, that there should never be, and indeed 
there is not, any cause for England to regret the 
natal day of American Independence. 

That which was England's loss a century ago is 
her gain now, and will be, a century hence. 

Next to the birth of the Redeemer into the 
world, no great event is likely to fill so important a 
place in history or contribute more to shape the 
affairs and destinies of the human race than the 
birth of the American Republic ; and as the Jewish 
nation was the repository of many sacred trusts, so 
now are the United States and England both the 
repository of many others, both differing in their 
kind, and each having a mission to fulfill in its own 
respective sphere. And while as Americans and 
English, we may both regret our national vices, we 
may both be proud of our national virtues and of 
the noble deeds and achievements of our respective 
countrymen. 

Those same blessings which can lighten the 
heart, enlarge the purse, and elevate the character, 
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which I have so admired in the United States and 
in Canada, I could but wish were more widely dif- 
fused amongst a worthy class in England. May 
they yet touch the looms of Spitalfields, and reflect 
increasing comforts from the mines of my native 
Cornwall ; and may the magic spell of political con- 
tentment in Ireland add much to the store of human 
happiness amongst a people of whom Moore says, 

** Oh who shall say what heroes feel, 
When all but life and honor's lost !** 

Nothing is sought for in this appeal that does 
not seem to be justified by facts and circumstances, 
as well as being essential to make England at least 
the equal of any other nation. Whatever there 
may be that may add to the dignity of the people 
individually or collectively as a nation, we should 
all earnestly seek for the people of Her Majesty's 
dominions the world over. We should not ask less, 
and England should not be willing to accept a sec- 
ond place in any of those national characteristics 
whether social or political, which would grade her 
as inferior to the most favored and advanced nations^ 
The most of these the British Government has the 
power to impart, and the British people have the 
capacity to enjoy and the ability to wisely use. 

The Reign of the present Queen of England has 
been attended with mighty consequences to the 
Empire. A mere passive acknowldgement of the 
fact, or even a superficial recognition of it, by an 
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ovation in no way connected with objects for the 
welfare of the nation would be unworthy of England, 
and would not correspond with all the aims and 
achievements of the Reign itself. 

Nothing has so much contributed to shed its 
lustre on the British name as the virtues of Queen 
Victoria. No noble lady ever strewed the pathway 
of the poor with more blessings, and no monarch 
ever before cast the sunshine of a whole life upon 
the English nation. Oh happy England ! 

Thy flag's a terror to the despot, freedom to the slave ; 
British freemen, keep it waving to your grave. 

While this Reign is, and must forever continue, a 
monument to itself, yet it seems fitting there should 
be during the lifetime of the present Sovereign, 
some public manifestation of the attachment and 
loyalty of the people to the person of Her Majesty, 
and to the British Constitution. And on the part of 
the Government whether in relation to England, to 
Ireland, or to the Colonies, it should be such as is 
in harmony with the age in which we live, and which 
is justified by all the necessities of the Empire. 

I am aware that there is very much contained 
in these pages that cannot be accomplished in a 
day, nor during the present Reign ; yet, some 
things which cannot be consummated immediately 
in legal form, can be inaugurated in an unofficial 
capacity. 
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The British House of Commons and Lords can 
invite the Legislatures of all the colonies to come to 
London. They can unofficially assemble under 
the eye of their Sovereign. The English Parliament 
would see their colonial kinsmen, the colonists would 
see their English brethren. There could be an in- 
terchange of views on future union and national 
topics. And while the representatives of the colo- 
nies would only be too glad to avail themselves of 
an opportunity to visit their Fatherland under such 
grand and important auspices, the Parliament of 
Great Britain would well know how to entertain 
these guests of the nation with true English hos- 
pitality. 

Before this assemblage, the necessary legislation 
being first obtained, the Queen could proclaim a 
British nationality for all living in the Empire, and, 
by the title-deeds of her own voice, bequeath it to 
every succeeding generation. And so the corner- 
stone in this new British political structure would 
be laid by the Sovereign's own hand. 

" May you rule us long. 
And leave us rulers of your blood, 
As noble till the latest day ! 
May children of our children say, 

* She wrought her people lasting good : ' ** 

• .....• 
'' * By shaping some august decree, 

Which kept her throne unshaken still. 
Broad-based upon her people^s will, 
^^d compassed by the inviolate sea.* " 
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In consideration of the wonderful manner in 
which the Lord has preserved the Empire in her 
trials, his goodness to us in the possession of such 
a Ruler, the unparalleled success of the Empire and 
contentment of its people, the almost uninterrupted 
enjoyment of peace and prosperity, and the develop- 
ment of civil and religious liberty, ought we not, in 
some manner, to celebrate and commemorate such 
an eventful reign, which, take it for all in all, is per- 
haps the greatest event of modern times. 

That this public demonstration would serve 
miny good purposes must be obvious ; and to give 
a nationality to millions of subjects would mark 
well an epoch in our history, serve as a crowning 
act to an already illustrious Reign, and forever im- 
mortalize the Reign of Queen Victoria. 

Now, as a closing remark to my countrymen, I 
will say that I am sure there is too much sound 
wisdom and patriotism in the English people, to go 
beyond the bounds of prudence in their attempt 
to rule a world-wide Empire without seeking the aid 
of every particular part to bear its own proportion- 
ate share of the weight and responsibility of gov- 
ernment, and to more evenly adjust the power of 
the central authority. 

If England should ever be shorn of those pos- 
sessions and races under her rule which are not dis- 
tinctly English, and which I believe are not Eng- 
lishable, it is obvious she could no longer be a first- 
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class power. In consideration then, of the good 
England derives from them, and the fact that the 
whole is so essential to her very life, may not these 
places and peoples fairly claim an equality with 
her. They will never come up to the English 
plane. England will neither go down nor come up 
to theirs ; but all could meet on equal, neutral and 
mutual ground. 

Political consolidation and homogeneousness of 
character would not only protect England in the 
present generation from insolence and aggression, 
but would lay the foundation for all future British 
energy and expansion, in an exclusively British 
c/tannel, and place beyond human contingency the 
independence and integrality of the British Empire. 

I do not say, in default of these, or similarly 
projected changes, that the Empire would neces- 
sarily collapse ; but I do say the incorporation of 
them into the British Constitution, would put back 
the dial pointing to the time when England in her 
isolated condition, would be entirely eclipsed, not 
only by progressive America, but by some of the 
European nations ; as well as give a compact and 
cohesive form to our Government which it does 
not now possess. 

And rather than " England having rife within 
herself the fiercest elements of disorder, revolution 
and decay," she would be found to continue first 
and foremost in all human progress. And these 
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new Inter-Britannic relations may enable her to 
outlive all other human systems and governments. 

English constitutional conservative reform is 
that which, more than all the rest, has placed her 
in the front rank of European nations ; and it must 
be that same intelligent recognition of facts, and 
adaptation of them to circumstances, necessitated 
by the changes of to-day over those of a century 
ago, that must save to England her colonies, her 
liberties and her crown. 

From the days of Nelson, when in Trafalgar 
Bay every Briton so well did his duty, to the stormy 
times of Catholic Emancipation, and that brightest 
of spots in British history, when Wilberforce so 
nobly stood up in the Commons and demanded 
that every slave in the British Dominions should 
go free, as well as during the more quiet and recent 
measures of Irish church disestablishment and 
^* Empress of India ** title bill, a true conservatism 
in England has never been wanting, either in the 
interests of the monarchy or in the interests of 
humanity y neither will it be, nor is it, wanting to- 
day. 

The century opened with deeds of valor and 
blood, it matured into acts of philanthropy and 
freedom. May it ripen and close with loyalty to 
our institutions, wisdom in legislation, and progress 
in British union. 

Now, as a nation are we ready to inaugurate 



174 VICTORIA BRITANNIA: OR, 

this national movement? Shall we honor our 
Queen, our country, and ourselves ? 

Statesmen ! Peers ! Commons ! Englishmen ! 
will you celebrate the Reign of your Queen? 
" Alexandrina — ^Victoria," one 

" Among the few, the immortal names, 
That were not born to die." 

While I do not presume that my plan, as a 
whole, either to serve as a celebration of the Reign 
of the Queen of England, or to preserve the inte- 
grality of the Empire, is the best that human wis- 
dom could devise, yet I believe the public ap- 
proval and practical indorsement of the one would 
permanantly secure the other, and would ultimately 
contribute much towards England retaining her 
place as a great centre among the nations. With a 
patriotic resolution worthy of Englishmen, and with 
devotion to Queen and country^ Britannia may dis- 
pute with America and with Europe in an honest 
rivalry for the championship of primacy ; and in 
such a contest decide whether the life of active, busy 
England shall ebb out at the zenith of her fame, or 
continue on as the pioneer of all that is dear to man. 

How grand thy history as Warrior, Poet, Sage ; 

Renew thy youth ! Be valiant ! Grow not old with age ! 
Live on thy power to wield ; thy choicest blessings give. 

'Twas foes and fools who said thou couldst not live. 

And, as Lord Dufferin said to our Canadian 
brethren at the opening of the Crystal Palace in 
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Toronto, " Love your country, believe in her honor, 
work for her, live for her, die for her," so let this 
sentiment echo wherever there is a British commu- 
nity, who regard the royal standard as an emblem 
of their liberties. 

I am aware I have only written too poorly, con- 
sidering the magnitude of the questions involved ; 
questions that bear directly upon the stability of 
the Throne and the prosperity of the nation. 

As to whether they are wholly, or in part, prac- 
ticable, equitable or constitutional, I leave to the 
judgment of my countrymen to decide. 

Whatever may seem to answer as a solution to 
the great questions of the day, whether Home 
Rule, Colonial Representation, or England's Future, 
will be discussed ; and where I have failed, I trust 
others will succeed better. 

I regret I cannot enlarge on a subject that must 
necessarily be of interest to every patriotic man, 
but if I have said enough to serve as a national 
text my object is attained. 

I think no one will deny the objects aimed at 
are noble* in their purpose, as they certainly are na- 
tional in their character ; and I hope every reader 
may live to see at least some of their grand results. 

Awake 1 Awake ! Ye statesmen at the helm, 
Work for your Sovereign, your Kindred and the Realm ; 

Ye noble Britons all, gird on your sword of might, 
Crush treason out, live for your country, die for the right. 
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